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AMAC ACTION MISSION STATEMENT

AMAC Action serves to confront the myriad challenges to the United States Constitution, 
freedom, liberty, and the free market. Along with our advocates, we will advance AMAC 
Action’s influence in Washington, D.C., in Congressional Districts, and state legislatures 
across the country while acting as a recognized and valued resource for our members, 
Congress, state leaders, and seniors throughout America.
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AMAC ACTION MID-YEAR ADVOCACY REPORT
JANUARY – JUNE 2022

Executive Summary

AMAC Action kicked-off 2022 with successful efforts to save the Senate filibuster. Activity quickly pivoted to the 
states where AMAC Action advocates prioritized health care, energy costs, education, crime, election integrity, 
and Article V issues for membership advocacy.

AMAC members lent their voices in significant numbers to support the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) and the Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) efforts to conduct a thorough examination of 
the business practices of group purchasing organizations (GPO) and pharmacy benefit managers (PBM), 
respectively, to lower prices in the hospital and outpatient prescription drug supply chains. The membership 
registered a huge victory when, based in part on the sheer volume of messages left on their website, the FTC 
announced an investigation into the business practices of the top six pharmacy benefit managers in June.

Advocacy activity also included a campaign to support legislation to protect victims of Social Security identity 
theft. An advocate facilitated a request for copies of articles on elder abuse by a Congressional office after staff 
had sourced them on the AMAC Foundation website and sought to share them with constituents.
 
AMAC Action launched its initial foray into corporate advocacy with a campaign allowing members to voice 
their opinion on the “woke” policies of Walt Disney World.

AMAC Action recognized National Poll Worker Recruitment Day with a membership-wide initiative to 
encourage members to work their local polls for the primary and mid-term elections. AMAC members 
answered call-to-action requests to learn how to become more involved in the election process and 
consistently comprised up to 50 percent of the attendance at statewide election integrity summits organized 
in states throughout the country. Furthermore, numerous AMAC members committed to working the polls in 
primary and run-off elections in Texas and New Hampshire.

Additional legislative victories on issues ranging from retirement savings, election integrity, critical race 
theory, hospital price transparency, an Article V Fiscal Responsibility constitutional amendment, and managed 
Medicaid were achieved in Florida, New Mexico, Indiana, Colorado, South Carolina, and Arizona.

CONSERVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS AND COALITIONS

Engagement with Major Conservative Organizations 

AMAC and AMAC Action staff and leadership also attended/sponsored events held by influential conservative 
organizations including the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC); Council for National Policy (third 
quarter); Western Conservative Summit; Honest Elections Project (HEP); and Moms for Liberty.
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AMAC Action is a regular participant in forums with Washington, D.C.-based conservative organizations, 
including the American Tax Reform’s Center Right Coalition; the Weyrich Lunch; the Conservative Action 
Project; the American Conservative Union; and the National Tax Limitation Committee. 

Free2Care 

AMAC belongs to the non-partisan Free2Care coalition, a partnership of physician and patient advocates 
working together to create a package of healthcare reforms that empowers both physicians and patients. 

State Association Meetings 

AMAC Action will be participating in conferences in the third quarter of 2022 held by the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC) and the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) to further expand 
relationships with state legislators and develop AMAC’s state-level advocacy efforts.

CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITY

AMAC Action held 67 Congressional meetings in Washington, D.C. to discuss issues pertaining to Social 
Security, drug pricing, and other legislation of importance to the membership. In addition, meetings were held 
to oppose the Biden Administration’s Build Back Better plan and underscore the disastrous effects of raising 
taxes for retirees living on fixed incomes.

AMAC Action, with the help of its D.C. lobbying team, conducted an in-depth analysis of the Social Security 
Guarantee to ensure the proposed policy changes will allow for simple administration and provide benefits for 
seniors decades into the future.

American PATRIOT Award

AMAC Action continued to recognize Congressional members for their steadfast commitment to conservative 
principles and presented 39 Representatives and Senators with the American PATRIOT Award.

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY VICTORIES

In Arizona, AMAC Action joined with a coalition in January to oppose green energy mandates that would 
have drastically increased ratepayers’ energy bills. The Arizona Corporation Commission responded to this 
opposition by striking down the policies. 

In February, AMAC members in Indiana sent over 1,120 messages to their state representatives and were 
successful in delaying a plan under consideration by the Indiana Family and Social Services Administration that 
would have placed senior citizens at risk for diminished access to essential health care services and quality 
care in skilled nursing facilities, assisted living communities, and home and community-based care settings. 
AMAC Action Senior Vice President Andy Mangione also testified before an Indiana House health committee to 
highlight the local membership’s concern with this plan.
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In February, AMAC members rallied in New Mexico to send nearly 14,000 messages to stop bad voting 
rights legislation that was being forced through the short budgetary legislative session. This bill would have 
given felons the right to vote prior to the completion of parole, provide for permanent absentee voter rolls, 
and expanded drop box locations, among other provisions. The bill, S.B. 8, was stopped due to the strong 
opposition from AMAC members and other groups.

In March, H.R. 2954, the Securing a Strong Retirement Act or SECURE 2.0, was overwhelmingly passed by 
the US House of Representatives by a 414-5 vote. H.R. 2954, which was endorsed by AMAC Action, contains 
numerous policy provisions the association supports, and the legislation should make it easier for workers to 
financially plan for their futures.

In March, S.B. 524, a Florida election administration bill, was passed by the legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Ron DeSantis thanks in part to AMAC members’ advocacy. AMAC members sent over 4,000 messages 
to their representatives and senators urging passage of this vital election integrity legislation which:

 •     Establishes an Office of Election Crimes and Security within the Florida Department of State
 •     Moves toward ID requirements for absentee vote-by-mail ballots
 •     Prohibits ranked-choice voting
 •     Cleans voter rolls
 •     Creates harsher penalties for ballot harvesting (trafficking)
 •     Deters:
  o     Non-citizen voting
  o     Illegal signature collection practices for ballot initiative petitions
  o     Premature disclosure of election results
 •     Strengthens a previous ban to prohibit private funding of elections

Also in Florida, AMAC Action supported H.B. 7, a bill that targets the teaching of critical race theory (CRT) in 
Florida’s public K-12 schools and CRT instruction in the workplace. The bill passed the legislature and was 
signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis in March.

In Arizona, AMAC Action joined with a coalition to support H.B. 2492, a bill which requires proof of citizenship 
to vote in presidential elections. This bill passed the state legislature and was signed into law by Governor 
Doug Ducey in March.

In May, Indiana AMAC members flooded their state legislature with over 1,400 messages telling it to override 
the Governor’s veto of HEA 1041, legislation that would prevent biological boys from participating in girls’ 
sports and helps to keep them out of girls’ locker rooms and restrooms in public schools. Pressure from AMAC 
members worked as the legislature successfully overrode the veto.

AMAC members responded to an after-hours call-to-action in June when the US Senate’s Science, Commerce, 
and Transportation Committee quickly decided to vote on S. 4293, the Pharmacy Benefit Manager 
Transparency Act, a bill that AMAC Action strongly supports. Within the span of 14 hours leading up to the 
vote, AMAC members sent over 10,000 messages to the Senate directing it to support S. 4293. The Committee 
responded by passing the bill with a 19-9 vote. As of this writing, the bill is under consideration for a floor vote.
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LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT/OPPOSITION, COALITION, LETTERS AND STATEMENTS

AMAC Action initiated, or was requested to provide 22 letters on behalf of the membership to Members of 
Congress during the first part of 2022 in support of legislation and other actions, individually or in coalition 
with other conservative organizations on issues concerning:

 •     Preventing foreign citizens from voting
 •     Veterans training
 •     Healthcare price transparency
 •     Lowering taxes for senior citizens
 •     Accelerating business investments in the US economy
 •     Helping Social Security victims of identity theft
 •     Prohibiting Russian oil importation
 •     Allowing Social Security recipients to keep more benefits if they choose to continue to work
 •     Investigating pharmacy benefit manager business practices
 •     Helping employees save for their retirement
 •     Prioritizing resources for veterans’ wellbeing

AMAC Action also sent 7 letters on behalf of the membership, individually or in coalition with other 
conservative organizations, to oppose legislation which would: 

 •     Limit veterans’ choice in navigating the bureaucracy of the Veterans Administration
 •     Increase IRS funding 
 •     End the prohibition of funding for a national unique patient identifier
 •     Price-fix the cost of insulin
 •     Cede states’ management of their elections to the federal government

AMAC Action also sent a letter to the Republican and Democrat Senate Leaders, the Republican Senate 
conference, and to a few Senate Democrats, strongly opposing the nomination of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
for the US Supreme Court.

In other states, AMAC Action: 
 
 •     Sent letters and an email to state Senators in South Carolina and Utah in support for calling a US   
        Constitution amending convention. 
 •     Advised South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem of strong support for her anti-CRT legislation.
 •     Joined a coalition of prominent conservatives to notify the Wisconsin state legislature leadership to  
        reconvene the assembly in an extraordinary session to consider voter protection policies.
 •     Supported Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’ anti- “woke” legislation.

AMAC Action also posted statements defining the organization’s opposition to the Biden COVID-19 federal 
vaccine mandates, and the undermining of Americans’ Second Amendment protections in the Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act.
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GRASSROOTS ACTIVITY

THE AMAC ARMY

AMAC Action Chapters

Chapters provide a forum for fellowship and education for local AMAC members. Each Chapter has a volunteer 
Leader(s). Chapter leadership plans, schedules, and presides over meetings. 

AMAC Action Chapters focus on issues and legislation supported by the membership and advocated for by 
AMAC Action’s Government Relations Team in Washington, D.C. Chapters are meant to be educational forums 
where members and like-minded friends may meet to learn about issues and speak freely in a comfortable 
environment. Meetings are usually held in-person with an option to convene virtually. Chapter members 
are also encouraged to attend local Congressional events and meetings as scheduled by their AMAC Action 
Delegate(s).

There are 75 active AMAC Action Chapters throughout the United States as of June 30, 2022. A total of 108 
Chapter meetings, including connecting AMAC members with their Member of Congress at Meet & Greet 
events, were held with a reported attendance of 2,651 AMAC members and friends. 

Chapter meeting topics (partial list): 

 •     Election integrity 
 •     Electoral College
 •     Becoming poll watchers/election workers 
 •     Mid-term elections 
 •     Critical race theory 
 •     Congressional redistricting 
 •     2nd Amendment
 •     Article V –Fiscal Responsibility Constitutional Amendment
 •     Social Security 
 •     Energy crisis

AMAC Action Delegates

Delegates are members of Chapters and are volunteer liaisons for AMAC Action to their local Congressional 
District office. They are the lead contact for grassroots Congressional communication within the local District 
and are trained to articulate AMAC’s mission and stance on key issues. Delegates schedule meetings with 
District office staff, Members of Congress, and organize Meet & Greet events and candidate forums.

AMAC Action Delegates held 13 meetings with local Congressional offices during the first half of 2022. 
These meetings complement the work of the Government Relations Team in Washington, D.C. while further 
building relationships and raising AMAC Action’s profile.

AMAC Action has a total of 349 (and growing) volunteer advocates serving in the capacity of Delegates, 
Chapter Leaders, and in the dual role of Chapter Leader/Delegate. These advocates represent AMAC Action’s 
grassroots “feet on the street.” New advocate recruiting and training are ongoing to further grow this aspect 
of the AMAC Army.
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There were 10 Meet & Greet events, along with other meetings including candidate forums, held through 
June 30, 2022. Meet & Greet guests included Rep. Warren Davidson (OH-08); Rep. Diana Harshbarger (TN-
01); Rep. Doug LaMalfa (CA-01); Rep. Jake Ellzey (TX-06); Rep. Scott Franklin (FL-15); Rep. Pat Fallon (TX-04); 
Rep. Gus Bilirakis (FL-12); Rep. Vern Buchanan (FL-16); Rep. Lisa McClain (MI-10); and Rep. Darren Soto (FL-
09). 

A virtual candidate forum, which was attended by hundreds of AMAC members, was conducted for Arizona 
Secretary of State candidates while Congressional candidate forums were held in-person in AL-03, MN-01, 
MN-04, and TX-03.

Additionally, there are over 337,925 AMAC Action advocates who have participated In Congressional, 
state, and regulatory call-to-action campaigns as of the end of the second quarter, 2022. These advocates 
contacted their representatives and left comments on federal websites to ensure the voice of the AMAC 
membership was heard on critical issues. 

AMAC Action State Advocacy Representatives

AMAC Action’s State Advocacy Representatives (SARS) visit Congressional offices in multi-state regions. They 
work on behalf of AMAC’s legislative mission and work closely with local Delegates and Chapter Leaders to 
develop skills, recruit new advocates, and schedule Congressional and Chapter events.

AMAC Action has SARS covering Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, and Wisconsin.

In addition to collaborating with advocates at meetings in the field, AMAC Action SARS attended 29 
meetings with Congressional offices through the end of June.

2022 AMAC Action National Conference

The AMAC Action National Conference was held May 19-21 in Orlando, Florida. The conference featured many 
dynamic speakers including an inspiring kick-off speech by Donald Trump Jr. Other speakers included Olympic 
champion Scott Hamilton, who presented his heart-warming life’s story; Steve Moore, economics adviser to 
President Trump; and best-selling author Nick Adams.

Some of the highlights of the conference included the Activating Our Advocates panel discussion by AMAC 
Action’s State Advocacy Representatives; the AMAC Foundation update; and a very lively Washington 
Perspectives and Update panel discussion featuring former President Reagan chief speechwriter Tony Dolan, 
AMAC National spokesperson Robert Charles, and the AMAC Action Washington, D.C. team.

Feedback about the conference from the approximately 300 AMAC Action advocates in attendance was 
overwhelmingly positive. Many attendees were thrilled with the agenda and left the conference fired-up and 
raring to schedule local District meetings with their Members of Congress as well as Chapter meetings. The 
AMAC Action team is proactively considering ways to enhance future meetings and plans are already underway 
for the next conference.
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Calls-to-Action

AMAC members participated in 41 Call-to-Action campaigns and sent approximately 248,407 messages, calls, 
and comments to federal and state representatives, regulatory websites, and corporate executives and board 
members in the first six months of 2022. These campaigns also included requests to sign petitions, participate 
in elections as poll workers and election watchers, and attend statewide election integrity summits. The 
campaigns were launched nationally as well as in states across the country with members urging support or 
opposition for issues of importance to the membership: 

 •     In January, Indiana AMAC members sent 1,126 messages to their state representatives telling   
        them to oppose insurance-driven managed care for Medicaid. They were successful in delaying a   
        plan that would have compromised health care for senior citizens.
 •     In January, AMAC members in Arizona, Montana, New Hampshire, and West Virginia sent    
        Senators Sinema, Kelly, Tester, Hassan, and Manchin 3,856 messages to compel them to save   
        the Senate filibuster. This effort was successful, as Senators Sinema and Manchin voted    
        with Republicans to preserve the filibuster.
 •     In January, AMAC Action recognized National Poll Worker Recruitment Day by sending a call-to-  
                    action to the membership at-large and directing them to the Election Assistance Commission     
        website to sign-up to work the polls in 2022.
 •     In January, AMAC’s Utah members sent 402 messages to their state legislators in support of H.J.R. 
        9 calling for a US Constitution amending convention. Utah members were also encouraged to testify 
        in support of H.J.R. 9. Unfortunately, the resolution failed.
 •     In January and February, Indiana AMAC members sent 27,183 messages to their state 
        representatives to urge them to pass legislation that would have prohibited the teaching of critical 
        race theory in public schools. Unfortunately, after widely passing the Indiana House, the bill died in 
        the state Senate.
 •     In February, AMAC members in Harris County, Texas, responded to a request to become poll 
        watchers for the March primary elections. 55 AMAC members answered the call to work the polls 
        for the March primary election.
 •     In February, South Carolina AMAC members sent 1,542 messages to state legislators stating their 
        support for S. 141, a bill that demands the US Congress call a Convention of States to address and 
        require federal Fiscal Responsibility. 
 •     In February, California AMAC members sent 3,478 messages to the state legislature in support of 
        anti-crime bills. One bill failed in Committee and the other is under revision.
 •     In February, AMAC members in New Mexico sent 13,939 messages to the state Senate demanding 
        that they oppose so-called voters rights legislation. Their opposition resulted in stopping the bill 
        during both the regular budgetary legislative session and a subsequent special session.
 •     In February, AMAC members responded to a national campaign and flooded a Health and Human 
        Services (HHS) website with 14,156 comments telling the agency to examine the anti-competitive 
        business practices employed by Group Purchasing Organizations (GPO) in order to drive down costs 
        in the hospital supply chain.
 •     In February, Florida’s AMAC members let their voice be heard for election integrity by sending 
        4,082 messages to the state legislature telling them to support Governor DeSantis’ package of 
        election reforms. The bill, S.B. 524, passed and was signed into law by Governor DeSantis.
 •     In March, April, May, and June AMAC members in Michigan participated in calls-to-action to sign 
        a petition to allow voters and the state legislature to enact voter ID legislation without any action 



AMAC Action  |  www.amacaction.org   |   855.809.6976   |   info@amacaction.org 9

        from the governor.
 •     In March, April, and May AMAC members nationally sent 17,245 messages to a Federal Trade 
        Commission website telling the commission to investigate the business practices of pharmacy 
        benefit managers (PBM) to reduce the price of drugs in the outpatient prescription drug supply 
        chain. The FTC responded by announcing its plans to investigate the business practices of the top 
        six PBMs.
 •     In April, Colorado AMAC members sent the state legislature over 930 messages telling it to support 
        H.B. 1285, a measure that would not allow a hospital to pursue medical debt from patients if it was 
        not first in compliance with federal hospital price transparency laws. Thanks in part to AMAC’s 
        support, the bill passed the legislature and was signed into law by Governor Jared Polis.
 •     In April, South Carolina members sent the state legislature over 400 messages and helped to pass 
        S. 133, the state’s application to call for an Article V convention to propose a balanced budget 
        amendment. Unfortunately, due to a procedural error, this initiative will have to be taken up again 
        in the next legislative session.
 •     In April, May, and June AMAC members were able to voice their opposition to Walt Disney World’s
                    “woke” policies by sending 145,119 emails, making 3,549 telephone calls, among numerous other
                     advocate actions, to Disney executives and board members.  
 •     In May, Indiana AMAC members contacted their state legislature with over 1,400 messages telling 
        it to override Governor Eric Holcomb’s veto of HEA 1041. This legislation would prevent biological 
        boys from participating in girls’ sports and works to keep them out of girls’ locker rooms and 
        restrooms in public schools. Pressure from AMAC members resulted in the legislature successfully 
        overriding the veto.
 •     In May, June, and early July nearly 80 AMAC members in New Hampshire responded to calls-to-
        action to register to become election inspectors for the forthcoming primary election.
 •     In June, AMAC members sent over 10,000 messages to the US Senate in support of S. 4293, the 
        Pharmacy Benefit Manager Transparency Act. Thanks to this advocacy, the Senate’s Science, 
        Commerce, and Transportation Committee passed the bill out of their committee by a 19-9 vote 
        and onto the Majority Leader for consideration for a floor vote.

Call-to-Action Testimonials

“New Mexico had quite an election integrity battle during the 2022 legislative session. S.B. 8, was full of bad 
policy including automatically registering voters who interacted with a state agency – without their knowledge 
or consent. New Mexico AMAC members did an incredible job of helping us stop that bill, so that voters could be 
confident of voting in New Mexico. AMAC is the strong voice we need in this country.” 

 Carla J. Sonntag, President and Founder, New Mexico Business Coalition

“AMAC members played a huge role in staffing the polls with election workers in Harris County during the 
primary election. Their teamwork certainly contributed to holding the Harris County election administrator 
accountable for the discrepancies that were discovered. We look forward to working with them again in future 
elections.”
 
 Carmen Cavazos, Deputy Primary Director, Harris County (Texas) GOP

“House Enrolled Act 1002 included language delaying the state of Indiana’s ability to execute any contracts on an 
insurance-only Medicaid program for elderly and vulnerable Hoosiers until January 31, 2023. We are continuing 
to engage in conversations with lawmakers and the Family and Social Services Administration to ensure 
consumers and providers are at the center of any possible reforms to long term care.
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AMAC’s support for alternative models to an insurance-only Medicaid program and engagement in the 
legislative process were critical in securing a delay to the state’s managed Medicaid program.”

Nick Goodwin, Director of Government Affairs, Indiana Health Care Association/Indiana Center for 
Assisted Living

Relationship with Florida Governor Ron DeSantis

AMAC Action has developed a significant relationship with the office of Florida Governor Ron DeSantis to the 
point where senior staff members from the executive office routinely call with invitations for AMAC members 
to attend the Governor’s events in communities throughout the state. Invitations to 12 such events were 
extended to AMAC members during the first half of 2022.

Election Integrity Summits

AMAC Action was one of the sponsors for a series of statewide Election Integrity Summits held in Georgia, 
Arizona, Florida, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Michigan, North Carolina, and Wisconsin during the first half of 2022. 
The summits serve to educate and activate Americans to become more involved in the election process. Topics 
for the summits included: forming state and local election integrity task forces, protecting vulnerable voters, 
recruiting and training election workers and poll watchers, learning about citizen oversight of voting software 
and systems, and understanding absentee voting. 

AMAC members enthusiastically participated in these events and usually comprised between one-third to 50 
percent of the attendees.

MID-YEAR PROACTIVE COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY

AMAC media generated a substantial number of in-depth articles, columns, interviews, and social media 
postings reflecting member interest, concern, and priorities in policy and politics, law and legislation, culture, 
and presentation of key truths through analysis throughout the first half of 2022.
 
 •     AMAC national spokesperson Robert Charles composed 138 articles on topics including cancel 
        culture, inflation, Canadian tuckers, parental power, abortion, the Ukraine invasion, and Joe Biden’s 
        weaknesses.
 •     Mr. Charles gave 141 interviews for radio and television programs including nationally syndicated 
        radio programs, conservative podcasts, and national television programs such as Fox & Friends and 
        Conservative Commandos.
 •     AMAC national spokesperson Andy Mangione continued his weekly appearances on the nationally 
        syndicated Mike Gallagher Show on Salem Radio.
 •     Andy Mangione also made appearances on Fox Business News and Newsmax TV in addition to 
        interviews he and Bob Carlstrom gave for NTD TV.
 •     AMAC’s communications specialists drafted daily tweets for AMAC’s Twitter account and generated 
        1,574 tweets during the first half of 2022.
  o     960,900 Tweet impressions (how many individuals looked at AMAC tweets) occurred – that 
         is an average of 10,700 people looking at AMAC tweets daily.
  o     AMAC’s Twitter had 257,000 profile visits and the account acquired approximately 975 new 



AMAC Action  |  www.amacaction.org   |   855.809.6976   |   info@amacaction.org 11

         followers.
 •     Daily tweets throughout the first half of 2022 generated a total of 9,500 likes, 652 comments, and 
        3,300 retweets.
  o     Additionally, daily tweets generated a total of 3,050 link clicks (on average, earning 34 link 
         clicks per day).
 •     AMAC Action’s Washington team, Bob Carlstrom, Palmer Schoening, and Alex Ayers wrote or were 
        interviewed for more than 20 articles concerning various policy issues that would impact seniors, 
        the economy, small-business owners, and the mid-term election.
 •     AMAC’s Facebook posts reached 5,322,836 people, and Instagram posts reached 275,304 people.
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