
January 25th, 2022 

Docket Control 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 W Washington 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
 
Re: Proposed Green Energy Mandate, Docket #RU-0000A-18-0284 
 
Dear Members of the Corporation Commission, 

Our organizations representing over 100,000 ratepayers in the State of Arizona are urging the 

Corporation Commission to reject the proposed green energy mandates being considered for 

final adoption. 

To achieve the proposed 100% clean energy mandate being considered, utilities will need to 

phase out all fossil fuels, purchase more solar and wind generation, expand lithium-ion battery 

storage and convert to green hydrogen.  

As shown by the ACC’s own independent cost analysis prepared by Ascend Analytics1, the 

proposed mandate will cost ratepayers over $6 Billion dollars, or $720 annually for the average 

ratepayer. Simply put, Arizonans cannot afford an 80% increase to their utility bills to pay for this 

proposal.  

Ratepayers also should not be on the hook when a utility makes a bad green energy investment, 

which will happen under this mandate. 

We already know that previous mandates have forced ratepayers to pay for bad deals. The 

Renewable Energy Standard and Tariff adopted by the ACC in 2006 resulted in APS signing a 30-

year contract for solar energy that was 400% above market rates2. Sadly, the entire cost of this 

boondoggle is being paid for by ratepayers.  

Finally, we don’t have to look far to see what happens when a state goes all-in on green energy 

mandates and banning fossil fuels. It was just 18 months ago when California was forced to 

implement rolling blackouts during a significant heatwave3. And last summer, in order to protect 

 
1 Ascend Study https://docket.images.azcc.gov/E000015052.pdf 
2 https://www.azcc.gov/lmarquezpeterson/news/2021/08/03/chairwoman-lea-m%C3%A1rquez-peterson-calls-for-
a-hearing-on-an-aps-power-contract-that-costs-ratepayers-four-times-more-than-others-demands-the-arizona-
corporation-commission-hold-utilities-accountable-or-else-grant-of-waiver-of-past-commission-mandates 
3 https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/energy/daily-on-energy-california-sees-rolling-blackouts-amid-
historic-heat 



their own energy grid, California was forced to buy up power from other western states because 

they were unable to produce enough electricity.  

While we understand the Commissions interest in exploring options for developing clean energy 

in Arizona, mandates are never the solution. We urge you to protect ratepayers and prioritize 

affordability and reliability by rejecting the proposed green energy mandate. 

Sincerely, 

Scot Mussi 
President  
Arizona Free Enterprise Club 
 
Victor Riches 
President & CEO 
Goldwater Institute 
 
Bob Carlstrom 
President 
AMAC Action 
 
Merissa Hamilton 
Chairwoman 
EZAZ 
 
Garrett Bess 
Vice President 
Heritage Action for America 
 
Kim Miller 
Founder & Director 
Arizona Women of Action 
 
Ben Beckhart 
Secretary 
Republican Liberty Caucus 
 
 


