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MISSION STATEMENT

AMAC Action is the advocacy affiliate of AMAC and serves to confront the myriad challenges 
to the United States Constitution, freedom, liberty and the free market, while acting as a 
recognized and valued resource for AMAC members, Congress, state leaders and seniors 
throughout America.
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KEY LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES

Despite the restrictions placed upon advocacy efforts by the coronavirus, AMAC Action’s Government 
Relations Team secured key legislative victories during the first part of 2020. The following AMAC 
Action recommendations were included in the phase 3 COVID relief stimulus package known as the 
CARES Act:

• To repeal or defer IRA Required Minimum Distributions
Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) limit the ability of seniors to make wise investment decisions 
based on market actions. AMAC Action’s Government Relations Team told Congress that government 
regulation should not force anyone, especially seniors, to liquidate savings in a “personal” account. 
In line with AMAC Action’s recommendation, a temporary waiver has been put in place on Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) rules for IRA’s in the calendar year 2020.

• To suspend the penalties for early withdrawals from retirement accounts during 2020
AMAC Action urged Congress to renew Section 202 of the Taxpayer Certainty and Disaster Tax Relief 
Act of 2019 which would help those individuals and families facing increased economic hardship as 
a result of the pandemic. The CARES Act removes the 10 percent penalty for early withdrawal for 
distributions up to $100,000 for retirement savers who need liquidity.

• To protect Social Security benefits from federal governmental garnishment
Social Security benefits are off limits to nearly all creditors, but not the federal government. Uncle 
Sam can garnish Social Security benefits for certain debts, including federal student loan debt co-
signed by retirees. Our legislative team has consistently recommended permanently fixing this issue 
to protect all Americans’ Social Security outside of their financial circumstances. We were pleased 
to see Department of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos announce that the department will stop 
garnishing Social Security benefits to pay for student loans in default.

• Preventing price fixing and keeping patients’ options open
The AMAC Action team worked to ensure that harmful language that would price-fix fees for direct 
primary care physicians, limit how funds in health savings accounts (HSA) could be used, and restrict 
patient options was removed from the CARES Act. We also worked to protect patients by having 
language that would have established federal benchmarking for surprise medical billing arbitration 
stricken from the bill. AMAC Action is advocating for a fair and equitable arbitration process that 
would use an independent, third-party database of private claims data to negotiate hospital and 
physician fees, not fees chosen by insurers and mandated for use by the federal government.

• President Trump’s Rebate Rule Executive Order 
One of AMAC Action’s signature issues focuses on the “pay to play” relationships pharmacy benefit 
managers (PBM) have with drug manufacturers and we have been working to remove the middleman 
money from the outpatient prescription drug supply chain for over two years. AMAC Action has 
lobbied Members of Congress and the Trump Administration on our own and in alliance with a 
coalition of physician and patient advocates to detail how these relationships negatively impact the 
list cost of prescription drugs. 
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In July, President Trump signed an Executive Order that directs PBMs to share the rebates they 
receive from drug companies at the point of purchase with Medicare beneficiaries. This action is 
estimated to save Medicare beneficiaries 30 percent on their out-of-pocket expenses for prescription 
drugs. It is worth noting that AMAC is the only national member benefits organization representing 
millions of seniors whose advocacy affiliate has been steadily highlighting the negative influence of 
middleman money in the outpatient prescription drug supply chain.
AMAC Action continues to lobby the Administration and Congress on a similar relationship group 
purchasing organizations have with manufacturers and suppliers that drives up costs in the hospital 
supply chain.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A PHASE 4 COVID-19 RELIEF STIMULUS BILL

AMAC Action has submitted the following recommendations to be included in a Phase 4 COVID-19 
relief stimulus package:

1. Enact the Protecting Patients from Surprise Medical Bills Act (S. 1266).
This legislation would outlaw balance billing for patients covered by ERISA (the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974) healthcare plans for all emergency services, and for any non-emergency 
services provided by an out-of-network provider at an in-network hospital where the patient was 
given no opportunity to select an in-network provider. These bills provide protection for patients, 
who are already dealing with the anxiety that comes with a medical condition, from complicated 
billing that could threaten to drain their life savings or cause them to lose their home.

2. Enact the Healthcare PRICE Transparency Act (S. 4106). 
This bill codifies two healthcare price transparency rules requiring hospitals and insurers to disclose 
their discounted cash rates and negotiated rates to consumers before they receive medical care. 
These changes are fully consistent with President Trump’s Executive Order for Improving Price 
and Quality Transparency in American Healthcare. The provisions of this legislation will provide 
patients with clear, accessible information about medical services charges that will make it easier for 
consumers to shop and compare prices across hospitals. It will also make public hospital standard 
charges, including the amount a hospital is willing to accept in cash, for items and services on the 
internet in an easily readable format. 

3. Enact the Physician Pro Bono Care Act (H.R. 856). 
This bipartisan bill increases access for low-income patients to receive healthcare. The Physician Pro 
Bono Care Act would allow primary care doctors deductions for treatment in their offices or clinics 
based on Medicare reimbursement rates. Reducing reimbursement paperwork will allow more 
physicians to see more patients and reduce Emergency Department wait times. Increasing access 
to care for Medicaid and CHIP eligible patients is now particularly important in the midst of this 
pandemic and for other emergent situations that may arise in the future. 

4. Enact the Fairness for Early Withdrawers Act (H.R. 7016). 
AMAC strongly favors allowing seniors that have already taken their required minimum distribution 
(RMD) for 2020 rollover their disbursement into another qualified retirement account. The Fairness 
for Early Withdrawers Act would ensure seniors can rollover their RMD past the 60-day limit under 
current law for distributions made in 2020.
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5. Guarantee a minimum Social Security cost of living adjustment for 2021.
The slow economic growth during and immediately after the Great Recession prevented Social 
Security beneficiaries from receiving a cost of living adjustment (COLA). In 2009, 2010, and 2015 
seniors received zero COLA and in 2016 the COLA was only .3 percent, largely caused by falling oil 
prices similar to our current situation. A zero or near zero COLA will not offset rising costs including 
long-term care, prescription drugs, and housing. Congress should guarantee a minimum COLA for 
Social Security recipients for 2021 similar to the tiered COLA proposed in AMAC’s Social Security 
Guarantee.

GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY

Calls to Action

AMAC Action activated the membership at-large to contact federal and state representatives in Call-to- 
Action campaigns designed to complement lobbying efforts on key issues.

•  In January, AMAC members comprised nearly 80% of all comments left on the HHS website
in response to their request for opinions regarding a rule they were crafting for healthcare price 
transparency. AMAC’s response was in direct support of the President’s Executive Order compelling 
hospitals and insurers to disclose their secret negotiated prices for “shoppable” medical services 
and also for hospitals to disclose the cash prices they accept for these same medical services. Price 
transparency will empower patients to shop for the best value for their procedures much like they 
shop for everything else in their lives.

•  The previously mentioned required minimum distribution recommendation was supported by a Call
to Action in March where AMAC members sent over 7,400 emails to Members of Congress asking 
them to suspend this distribution. This activity contributed to securing the temporary waiver.

•  In June through July, AMAC members sent over 35,000 emails to Members of Congress urging them
to codify the aforementioned price transparency Executive Order in any COVID-19 Phase 4 stimulus 
relief package.

•  In July, AMAC members sent over 4,500 emails to the Governors of New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Michigan and California to hold them accountable regarding their decision to discharge 
COVID-19 contagious patients from hospitals to nursing homes, causing a disproportionate spike 
in elderly nursing home deaths in those states. AMAC Action worked directly with the minority 
members of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis to coordinate this activity.

AMAC Action used newly purchased advocacy software to execute these campaigns and to date, 
over 33,500 AMAC members have made over 103,500 connections with their federal and state 
representatives. 

Washington, DC and Delegate, Regional Representative, and Chapter Activity – Pre & Post Pandemic 

AMAC Action’s Congressional activity, whether in Washington, DC or locally in District offices, is guided 
by the membership and is intended to advance their interests and advocate on issues they say are 
important to them.
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The AMAC Action Government Relations Team met with 74 Congressional offices in Washington, DC. 
AMAC Action Delegates and Regional Representatives made 49 visits to local District offices and there 
were 35 Chapter meetings conducted all before the coronavirus lockdown.

Once the lockdown was instituted, the Government Relations Team and volunteer advocates resorted 
to utilizing various technologies including numerous teleconferences, webinars and Zoom meetings to 
maintain the continuity of the Association’s advocacy messages to lawmakers.

A total of 5 virtual meetings, including Meet & Greet meetings with Members of Congress and a 
candidate forum have been executed with many more scheduled for the remainder of 2020. 
 
AMAC Action also attended the annual Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) and participates 
in Washington, DC conservative forums and coalition activity. We continue to work with the Free2Care 
Coalition to advocate for healthcare price transparency and reforming the hospital supply and 
outpatient prescription drug supply chains.

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

AMAC Action has established a strong relationship with members of the White House staff to the 
extent where we are consistently called to render our opinions on policy issues sensitive to Americans 
who are age 50 plus. These issues include healthcare, drug pricing and law enforcement. The 
White House has specifically sought AMAC members to attend and participate in Presidential press 
conferences, Executive Order announcements and roundtable discussions.

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT, RECOMMENDATIONS AND COALITION LETTERS

AMAC Action initiated, or was requested to provide, 51 letters of support to Members of Congress and 
the Administration for legislation and other actions concerning (partial list):

• elder abuse
• reducing our dependence on China for pharmaceuticals and medical supplies
• free speech
• veteran’s issues including health, prosperity, and safety
• security and safety at America’s southern border
• breakthrough therapy for Medicare beneficiaries
• deficit reduction
• reducing the cost of prescription drugs
• surprise medical billing
• expansion and promotion of telehealth
• healthcare price transparency and other healthcare issues

AMAC Action also sent 34 statement, recommendation and opposition letters to Congress and the 
Administration detailing our solutions for surprise medical billing, support for spending restraints, 
recommendations to protect small businesses and improve the health of seniors and promote the 
Association’s Social Security Guarantee.
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AMAC-SUPPORTED BILLS SIGNED INTO LAW

President Trump has signed two AMAC-supported bills into law. In June, he signed the Major Medical 
and Facility Authorization Act of 2020 which authorizes funding for the construction of medical 
facilities, including spinal cord and critical care centers, to better serve our veterans. AMAC also 
supported the Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act of 2020 which provides much needed 
flexibility to assist businesses in recovering from the economic hardships caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. President Trump also signed this bill into law in June.

THE SOCIAL SECURITY GUARANTEE

Ongoing discussions are occurring with Senator Mike Braun (R IN) and his staff to move towards crafting 
components of AMAC’s Social Security into legislation designed to be introduced before Congress. 
These discussions will continue throughout 2020.

H.R. 856 THE PHYSICIAN PRO BONO CARE ACT

AMAC Action team continues to add support for our sponsored legislation H.R. 856, the Physician Pro 
Bono Care Act. This bill increases access to quality medical care for poor individuals and families while 
significantly reducing federal and state Medicaid expenditures. A Call to Action campaign designated 
to garner more bipartisan support was executed in March and is still underway. There are currently 26 
co-sponsors for H.R. 856.

MEDIA APPEARANCES

AMAC Action national spokespersons were interviewed on 159 radio and television programs and have 
contributed 105 opinion-editorial columns for national print outlets and digital media platforms thus far 
in 2020.
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