
 

 

March 19, 2020 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 

Senator from Tennessee 

455 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Alexander, 

The Association of Mature American Citizens (AMAC), a 2.1 million member advocacy group for 

Americans who are age 50 + and Free2Care, a coalition of 23 physician and patient organizations 

representing 3 million members and 37,000 physicians, are contacting you out of concern for the 

surprise medical billing component and the development of COVID-19 legislation that’s currently 

being debated in Congress. 

We ask that our dedicated physicians, who are the first line of defense in confronting this outbreak, be 

kept top-of-mind when considering rates for their professional services. We urge Congress reject 

inclusion of language addressing surprise medical billing that puts the government in control of rate-

setting (benchmarking) out-of-network fees for physicians and hospitals in any emergency legislation. 

Government benchmarking of in-network rates equates to price controls. The federal government could 

establish arbitrarily low rates for doctors providing out-of-network care by insisting these payments 

reflect insurers’ greatly discounted in-network average. 

The losses physicians and hospitals experience a result of benchmarking would be passed onto 

community hospitals and emergency departments, financially depressing these facilities, particularly 

in rural areas where there is very little room between profitability and liability. Federal benchmarking 

would certainly add to the potential for more rural hospital closures and subsequent physician exodus 

further diminishing access to care for patients in these areas. 

We ask that you address legislation from the Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pension Committee, the 

House Energy & Commerce Committee, and the House Education and Labor Committee in an open and 

transparent process outside of COVID-19 emergency legislation. 

At this critical juncture where America’s caregiving capabilities are being tested unlike no other time in 

recent history, the last thing we need from Congress are representatives acting as opportunists looking to 

expand government control with legislation that is harmful to patients, physicians and hospitals. 

We hope that you recognize, along with AMAC and Free2Care, that during this time of national 

emergency now is not the time for political maneuvering and instead, concentrate on how to best serve 

the needs of all Americans. 

Sincerely, 

 

Free2Care 

President, AMAC Action    www.free2care.org 
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