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Candidate: Jeff Sessions (Incumbent) - No Major Party Opposition 

State: Alabama 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Sessions has expressed grave concern over the unwise and controversial health care law, 

which was upheld by the Supreme Court on a narrow 5-4 ruling. He disagrees with the Court's 

decision that individuals can be required to purchase health insurance, believing that if the 

government can tax individuals merely for choosing not to buy something, then it gains the 

power to coerce them into taking other actions that it desires as well. Sessions has stated that it 

is unwise, even dangerous, to entrust politicians with such broad authority over the lives of the 

citizenry. 

 

What is more, the health law remains unaffordable, regardless of the constitutional questions. It 

will add $17 trillion to the nation's long-term unfunded liabilities—more than twice the unfunded 

liability of Social Security. Senator Sessions fully supports efforts to repeal this unaffordable law 

and replace it with smart steps that reduce costs, improve competition, protect taxpayers, and 

empower the individual consumer.” 

Source: http://www.sessions.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/health-and-wellness?page=11 

 

Debt:  

“Senator Sessions believes we should grow the economy – not the government – and that we 

should create more jobs instead of more debt. In the U.S. Senate, he has earned the reputation 

as a tough fiscal conservative. At every turn, Sessions works hard to limit spending, keep taxes 

http://www.sessions.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/health-and-wellness?page=11


low, and fight waste, fraud, and abuse. He knows that low taxes lead to economic growth, and 

he believes that Americans know how to spend their hard-earned money better than politicians 

in Washington. Putting money back in the taxpayers' hands allows individuals to invest in the 

future of our country. 

Sessions regularly stands guard on the Senate floor looking out for the American taxpayer by 

offering amendments and pursuing bipartisan efforts to combat wasteful and unnecessary 

spending. He has also developed a reputation as a guardian of the budget, raising points of 

order against legislation that violates pre-set spending limits. Sessions understands that when 

Congress agrees upon certain spending levels, it represents an agreement with the American 

people as well for how their tax dollars will be spent. 

Source: http://www.sessions.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/budget-the-economy-and-taxes 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: NAY 

● TARP: NAY 

● Stimulus: NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sessions.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/budget-the-economy-and-taxes


 
Candidate: Mark Begich (incumbent) 

State: Alaska 

Party: Democratic  

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “While Senator Begich believes the Affordable Care Act moves the country in the 

right direction, he thinks it is not perfect and can be improved.  Senator Begich has introduced 

legislation to fix the law so it works better for Alaska families and small businesses.  Some of his 

ideas include increasing consumer choice, improving flexibility and affordability for small 

businesses, and easing the transition for everyone.  Senator Begich introduced the Expanded 

Consumer Choice Act in November 2013, which would create a new tier of coverage – copper 

plans – to give people shopping for health insurance more options to meet their financial 

needs.”  

Source: http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/healthcare  

 

Debt: “After watching Washington rack up a $16 trillion national debt, Senator Begich felt that 

fiscal discipline for our country was needed.  In addition to supporting a Balanced Budget 

Amendment and refusing to take a pay raise every year since elected, Senator Begich insists 

that he has been working across party lines to cut wasteful federal spending - large and small.”  

The Senator supports “getting serious about cutting spending, passing comprehensive tax 

reform to simplify the tax code and bring down the deficit, and looking to make future 

investments in energy, education, and infrastructure.”  

Sources: http://www.markbegich.com/priorities/fiscal-responsibility/ and 

http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/national-debt  

 

Social Security: According to Senator Begich, “the work we are doing today isn’t just for us.  

Our seniors understand about planning for future generations.  Not only must we protect our 

seniors’ hard-earned benefits, but we must also ensure those benefits exist for our children and 

http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/healthcare
http://www.markbegich.com/priorities/fiscal-responsibility/
http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/national-debt


grandchildren.  Social Security is fully solvent for at least two decades, and has not added to the 

federal deficit.  It should not be cut or privatized, and politicians should keep their hands off the 

Social Security Trust Fund.  Social Security is not welfare, but a system of social insurance that 

protects all of us from utter poverty in the event we retire, suffer a disabling injury or illness, or 

experience the death of a breadwinner.  The promise of Social Security is that hardworking 

Americans pay into it their whole lives and then count on it to help make ends meet during their 

retirement years.” 

Source: http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/seniors   

 

Voting Record:  

ObamaCare: Yea 

TARP: N/A 

Stimulus: Yea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.begich.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/seniors


  
Candidate: Dan Sullivan 

State: Alaska  

Party: Republican  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “Access to affordable and quality health care is an extremely important issue to 

Alaskans, and it is critical for policy makers to achieve that goal.  At the same time, we must 

revive our national economy and rein in the trillions of dollars of deficits that the Obama 

Administration has run over the past five years.  President Obama and Senator Begich have 

fundamentally changed the American health care system for the worse through ObamaCare. 

Now, as a result of Begich’s decision to cast the deciding vote for ObamaCare, Alaskans are 

losing their health care and facing skyrocketing premiums.  ObamaCare spends trillions of 

dollars we don’t have, while commandeering one-sixth of our nation’s economy.  It also hurts 

Alaskans by raising taxes on them, escalating insurance premiums, forcing employers to drop 

coverage and putting the government in between them and their doctor.  As Alaska’s Attorney 

General, Sullivan sued to stop ObamaCare.  He will continue that fight as U.S. Senator.  It is 

time to repeal and replace ObamaCare and empower Alaskans to make their own healthcare 

decisions, not the federal government.” 

Source: http://www.sullivan2014.com/healthcare 

 

Debt: “The Obama Administration has failed to get the economy moving forward, resulting in 

one of the weakest recoveries from a recession in our nation’s history.  Millions of Americans 

can’t find work.  With a debt of over $17 trillion – over $54,000 per U.S. citizen – and counting, 

Congress cannot continue to mortgage our children’s future.  It’s reckless and irresponsible.  

We must enact sound fiscal policy that promotes innovation and job growth, reins in federal 

spending, and reforms the tax code.” 

Source: http://www.sullivan2014.com/jobs_the_economy 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: N/A TARP: N/A Stimulus: N/A 

http://www.sullivan2014.com/healthcare
http://www.sullivan2014.com/jobs_the_economy


 
Candidate: Tom Cotton (AR-04 Representative) 

State: Arkansas  

Party: Republican  

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “President Obama’s Affordable Care Act is a job-killer, a health-care disaster, and 

an assault on liberty.  Cotton pledges to fight to repeal and replace ObamaCare with free-

market reforms that empower patients and doctors to make health-care decisions. These 

reforms include medical malpractice reform, small business insurance pools for employees, 

equal health-care tax treatment, and the ability to purchase insurance across state lines.  

ObamaCare must be repealed before it does more harm to our economy and health-care 

system. ObamaCare increases taxes on families and businesses by more than $500 billion and 

explodes the debt by trillions of dollars.  As bad, ObamaCare injects federal bureaucrats into the 

decisions of patients and doctors.”  According to Cotton, “ObamaCare will ration or even deny 

care for seniors on Medicare.  ObamaCare also unconstitutionally obligates every American, for 

the first time ever, to buy the good or service of a private company.  ObamaCare must be 

repealed entirely.  If that does not happen, it must be repealed piece-by-piece.  And if that fails, 

it must be defunded.” 

Source:  http://cotton.house.gov/issues/health-issues  

  

Debt: “Our country faces a debt crisis because of Washington’s reckless spending and 

borrowing, and President Obama has produced three straight years of record trillion-dollar 

deficits.  Cotton has pledged to confront this debt crisis directly to prevent leaving our children 

with a future with less prosperity, fewer jobs, lower living standards, and a diminished America. 

The first step to fiscal sanity is passing a Balanced Budget Amendment.  However, Cotton says 

that “we must also take action now to stop spending and borrowing, not merely reductions to 

rates of growth or future, imaginary cuts - to domestic discretionary spending, which has 

http://cotton.house.gov/issues/health-issues


exploded under President Obama.  Cotton refuses to vote to increase the federal debt ceiling 

until real spending and crucial reforms are instituted.”  

Source: http://cotton.house.gov/issues/spending-cuts-and-debt  

 

Social Security: “Congressman Cotton supports no changes to Medicare or Social Security for 

those currently receiving benefits or for those nearing retirement.  For younger workers, Tom 

Cotton favors commonsense reforms like introducing consumer choice and competition that will 

strengthen and preserve Medicare and Social Security for future generations.” 

Source: http://www.tomcotton.com/get-the-facts-about-tom/  

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://cotton.house.gov/issues/spending-cuts-and-debt
http://www.tomcotton.com/get-the-facts-about-tom/


 
http://www.pryor.senate.gov/about-mark/official-photos  

Candidate: Mark Pryor (incumbent) 

State: Arkansas  

Party: Democrat  

 

Issues 

  

ObamaCare: No stated position.   

 

Debt:”We’ve made great strides when it comes to our economy, but there’s more we can do to 

encourage our small and large businesses alike to grow and thrive.  First, we must invest in our 

infrastructure - from high-speed Internet to our roadways and ports - to sharpen our state’s 

competitive edge and create new jobs.  We must make smart reforms to streamline our 

regulatory system so our businesses have the certainty, confidence, and flexibility they need to 

invest and expand.  Finally, we must responsibility cut our spending and reduce our deficit so 

we can ensure our state’s economic future.” 

Source: http://www.pryor.senate.gov/issues/jobs-and-economy  

 

Social Security: “We’ve seen some in Washington try to balance the budget on the backs of 

our seniors - threatening the financial security and health of Arkansans who have worked their 

entire lives to earn these benefits.”  Senator Pryor indicates that he is “working with his 

colleagues from both sides of the aisle to protect Social Security and Medicare and ensure that 

our seniors receive the benefits they’ve earned.” 

Source:http://www.pryor.senate.gov/issues  

 

Voting Record:  

ObamaCare:Yea 

TARP: Yea 

Stimulus: Yea 

 

http://www.pryor.senate.gov/about-mark/official-photos
http://www.pryor.senate.gov/issues/jobs-and-economy
http://www.pryor.senate.gov/issues


 
 

Candidate: Cory Gardner (Representative CO-04) 

State: Colorado 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare:  “Despite being ruled constitutional, the President’s health care law still makes it 

difficult for our economy to grow and takes away the ability of patients to pursue their own 

health care decisions.  The real issue, however, is not whether the law is constitutional or 

unconstitutional.  It is whether it is good or bad for the country.  While our health care system 

needs reform, imposing unpopular and unaffordable mandates is not the solution.  Health care 

should be about patients and doctors, not government and bureaucrats.  Through promoting 

greater competition between insurers and by protecting our providers from frivolous lawsuits, we 

can ensure that consumers receive better services at a lower cost. Congressman Gardner 

favors replacement legislation that would include tort reform and the buying and selling of 

insurance across state lines.” 

Source: http://gardner.house.gov/issue/health  

 

Debt:  “Our nation is facing historic debt and high unemployment.  Washington’s spending 

spree has to stop.  An important step toward regaining the trust of the American people starts by 

placing this nation on a path to a balanced federal budget.  Immediately after being sworn-in, 

Congressman Gardner formally added his name as a co-sponsor of the Balanced Budget 

Amendment.  This is the first step toward reducing the deficit, paying down the national debt 

and learning to live within our means.  Specifically, the measure requires that federal spending 

be brought into line with federal revenues.  Fiscal responsibility also means making those tough 

cuts.  The federal government is huge, and there are a lot of creative ways we can cut 

spending, save money and eliminate red tape.  Gardner would like see a federal hiring freeze of 

http://gardner.house.gov/issue/health


all non-emergency personnel and the consolidation of all International Development programs.  

Another measure he would like to introduce will automatically end funding for programs deemed 

ineffective by the Government Accountability Office.”  

Source: http://gardner.house.gov/issue/fiscal-responsibility  

 

Social Security: No stated position.  

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: N/A 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gardner.house.gov/issue/fiscal-responsibility


 
Candidate: Mark Udall (incumbent) 

State: Colorado 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare:  “Since it became law in March 2010, the Affordable Care Act has been working to 

restrain health care costs for consumers and small businesses alike by increasing access to 

affordable coverage, providing broader health insurance options and fostering the sense of 

security that comes with knowing that a family is no longer one expensive illness or injury away 

from bankruptcy.  Because of our nation’s health care law, insurance companies finally are 

being held accountable for excessive rate increases and how they choose to spend consumers’ 

premium dollars.  And under the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies are no longer able 

to deny or cancel health coverage because of a consumer’s previous illness, place lifetime and 

annual limits on our medical benefits, or charge women more for health care.  Senator Udall is 

committed to making sure the health care reform law works.  We cannot go back to the old, 

broken system when adults and children could be refused coverage because of a preexisting 

condition, the sick faced annual coverage limits and all of us were subject to persistent rate 

increases.” 

Source: http://www.markudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=3  

 

Debt:  “As the economy recovers, most economists believe it would be premature to 

dramatically slash federal spending in the near term.  But we must commit ourselves to reining 

in our massive long-term deficits, which threaten to saddle future generations with debt that 

could trigger disastrous inflation and cripple our economy.  Ensuring the long-term health of the 

U.S. economy will require members of both parties to work together on common-sense 

solutions that will help position Colorado – and the rest of the country – to win the global 

economic race.  We can start by reinstating common-sense budgeting practices in the federal 

government.  Families across the country balance their checkbooks, and they expect the same 

of our government.”   

Source: http://www.markudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=62 

http://www.markudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=3
http://www.markudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=62


 

Social Security:  No stated position. 

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: Yea 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: Yea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Chris Coons (Incumbent) 

State: Delaware 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“The health reform law expanded coverage opportunities for millions of Americans. The 

Supreme Court affirmed this important step forward, protecting provisions that are vital 

to many Americans, including those with pre-existing conditions. There are, however, 

still ways we can improve upon this law. Chris will continue looking closely at its 

implementation and work with his colleagues to make beneficial changes.” 

Source: http://www.coons.senate.gov/issues/ 

 

Debt:  

“Our national debt is large, unsustainable and dangerous. Democrats, Republicans, and 

independent experts all agree that excessive debt hurts our competitiveness and crowds 

out critical investments in our country's future, in areas like education, infrastructure, 

research and development, and defense.” 

Source: http://www.coons.senate.gov/issues/ 

 

Social Security:  

“A serious deficit reduction plan must soberly acknowledge the expanding cost of 

Medicare and include reforms to vital programs that hard-working Americans have paid 

into. Chris believes we must find ways to improve quality and efficiency while reducing 

costs for everyone. Reform is necessary to ensure Medicare, Medicaid and Social 

Security will be there for Americans for years to come.” 

Source: http://www.coons.senate.gov/issues 

 

Voting Record 



● ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

● TARP: Not yet in office 

● Stimulus: Not yet in office 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Kevin Wade 

State: Delaware 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“We can all agree that the health insurance program was broken. And Obamacare 

promised to fix it. Didn’t work. Premiums went up. Some of us can no longer see our 

doctors. Employers are penalized for hiring fulltime workers, creating a part-time 

economy. 

  

Obamacare can’t be fixed anymore than buying Frankenstein a new suit will change the 

nature the beast. 

  

I propose we repeal Obamacare and replace it with Neighborhealth, where people 

needing and wanting health insurance can earn it by volunteering in their own 

communities. Health neighbors, healthy neighborhoods, that’s Neighborhealth. Take 

part, join me.”  

Source: http://www.wadefordelaware.com/Platform.htm 

 

Debt:  

“The commonsense plan to balance the budget - Washington cuts 1 penny per year from 

each dollar in spending.” 

Source: http://www.wadefordelaware.com/Platform.htm 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office Stimulus: Not in office 



 
Candidate: Michelle Nunn  

State: Georgia 

Party: Democrat  

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: No position stated. 

 

Debt: “Washington needs to recognize that our national debt threatens future generations.  As 

we tackle the long-term fiscal challenges, we should ensure that we make targeted investments 

to grow our economy at a time of continued economic challenge and high unemployment.  We 

need to undo sequestration, which makes cuts without strategic priorities and endangers 

necessary investments while preserving wasteful and inefficient programs.  It is time to put the 

country back in the business of job growth and opportunity, creating opportunities that are 

central to the American dream: good jobs, strong schools, and safe and thriving communities.  If 

elected to the U.S. Senate, Nunn pledges to cut the deficit and the debt by applying the same 

values that she has learned by running a $30 million dollar organization.  The same values 

Georgians use when they make decisions about investing, spending, and planning for the long-

term.” 

Source: http://www.michellenunn.com/ideas/federal-budget  

 

Social Security: “Congress needs to confront the issue of mandatory spending programs, 

including Social Security and Medicare, which take up approximately 60% of the budget.  As a 

result of rising health care costs and the higher numbers of Baby Boomers reaching retirement 

age, Medicare spending alone is now 3.6% of our GDP and is projected to continue to rise. The 

trustees of the Medicare trust project that the hospital insurance portion of Medicare could be 

depleted by 2026; and Social Security will be forced to cut benefits by 23% in 2033 if nothing is 

done.  We must undertake bipartisan entitlement reform to preserve Medicare and Social 

Security for those currently in or near retirement, take action to strengthen these programs for 

the future.” 

Source: http://www.michellenunn.com/ideas/federal-budget  

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A TARP: N/A Stimulus: N/A 

http://www.michellenunn.com/ideas/federal-budget
http://www.michellenunn.com/ideas/federal-budget


 
Candidate: David Perdue 

State: Georgia  

Party: Republican  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “ObamaCare is an overreaching federal program that will actually reduce the 

quality of health care and increase costs.  Perdue is one of the millions of Americans that had 

my personal policy cancelled after being told I could keep it.  To make matters worse, 

ObamaCare is discouraging full-time job creation.  The consequences of politicians passing a 

massive bill without reading it continue to emerge.  We need to repeal ObamaCare and replace 

it with more affordable free market solutions.” 

Source: https://perduesenate.com/issues/more.html  

 

Debt: “The crushing national debt has surpassed $17 trillion.  We must act now to rein it in 

before it becomes unsustainable.  Of course we have to cut wasteful spending and unnecessary 

bureaucracy.  We have to eliminate the billions of dollars in failed government programs and 

redundant agencies.  However, the best way to begin getting the debt under control is to grow 

the economy without a tax increase.  In the midst of a terrible economy, this would be the worst 

possible time to raise taxes on anyone.  Too many families and too many businesses are 

struggling to get by. I will not support a tax increase of any kind.  Furthermore, the federal tax 

code is too complicated and misaligned.  It should be completely overhauled as a means to 

promote growth and encourage more domestic economic investment.  His preference is the Fair 

Tax.  In addition, Perdue would absolutely vote for a balanced budget amendment.  However, 

we need immediate tax and regulatory reforms along with appropriate spending cuts so that we 

have a right-sized, responsible budget sooner rather than later.”  

Source: https://perduesenate.com/issues/more.html  

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

● Voting Record: ObamaCare: N/A TARP: N/A Stimulus: N/A 

https://perduesenate.com/issues/more.html
https://perduesenate.com/issues/more.html


 

 
Candidate: Cam Cavasso 

State: Hawaii 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: No position stated. 

 

Debt: “Our people want a simple, just process that allows time and energy to do what they are 

absolutely best at--creating a vibrant economy with strong stable families that create prosperity 

and legacy for those that follow. 

 

A simple, fair, flat tax is the way to go!  Our entire nation should benefit from and share in 

responsibility for our defense, transportation, common provisions, government personnel, and 

administration. We work together, commute together, play together and are united together 

under one nation. Everyone should share the same tax rate together. The IRS system, with its 

thousand pages of code and use for social engineering, should be cut.  

 

Our people, entrepreneurs, and businesses need to be free from this current time-wasting, 

energy-burning system so we can create a prosperous future together.” 

Source: http://www.camcavassoforsenate.com/issues 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

● Voting Record: ObamaCare: Not in office TARP: Not in office Stimulus: Not in office 

http://www.camcavassoforsenate.com/issues


 
Candidate: Brian Schatz (Incumbent) 

State: Hawaii 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Thanks to historic health care reforms made in Hawai‘i in the 1970s, Hawai‘i has one of 

the highest rates of health insurance coverage in the country.  Still, while many Hawai‘i 

families are covered through Hawaii’s Prepaid Health Care Act, over 100,000 people 

remain uninsured.  For that reason, Senator Schatz is committed to expanding access to 

health care for every family, and to making the Affordable Care Act work successfully.  

This law will give thousands of uninsured people in Hawai‘i access to quality, affordable 

health care.  This historic legislation has allowed thousands of young adults in Hawai‘i to 

stay on their parents’ insurance until age 26, and protected nearly half a million people in 

Hawaii from being denied coverage by their insurance company because of a pre-

existing condition.” 

Source: http://www.schatz.senate.gov/issues 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security:  

“Since its creation, Social Security and Medicare have been the foundation on which 

millions of middle-class Americans have built a secure retirement after a lifetime of work 

and paying taxes.  Today, these programs are under increasing threat.  Senator Schatz 

firmly believes that Social Security is the most successful antipoverty program in United 

States history and should be strengthened, not undermined. Senator Schatz has been 

hard at work to protect and enhance Social Security and Medicare to ensure our kupuna 

live their golden years with the dignity and respect they have earned.” 



Source: http://www.schatz.senate.gov/issues 

  

Voting Record: 

 ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

 TARP: Not yet in office 

 Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Jim Risch (Incumbent) 

State: Idaho 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“I have been an outspoken critic of what is essentially a nationalization and Government 

takeover of the most personal and important aspects of our lives. I have fought against 

ObamaCare from the start.  Voting no at every opportunity and cosponsoring legislation 

to repeal it.” 

Source: http://www.senatorrisch.com/issues 

 

Debt: 

“The outlandish power by which the United States government borrows over 1/3 of every 

dollar it spends has to stop!  We must put an end to this runaway spending and fiscal 

insanity.  Idaho families have to balance their budget. The United States Government 

should not be any different.  My record of fighting tax increases is solid. The national 

Taxpayer Union has honored me with the Taxpayer’s Friend award for consistently 

voting to promote economic growth and to reduce the tax burden of the American tax 

payer.”  

Source: http://www.senatorrisch.com/issues 

 

Social Security:  

“Social Security not only serves as a retirement system, but also a provider of disability 

payments and benefits to survivors and dependents.  Changes to the original 

Depression-era program have made the program financially unsustainable under current 

policy. To make these programs sound for future generations, we must begin reforming 

these entitlements now, while we are still able to make gradual changes and avoid lower 

http://www.senatorrisch.com/issues
http://www.senatorrisch.com/issues


benefits or massive tax increases that will severely impact beneficiaries in years to 

come.”  

Source: http://www.risch.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=SocialSecurity 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: NAY 

● TARP: Not yet in office 

● Stimulus: NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.risch.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=SocialSecurity


 
Candidate: Nels Mitchell 

State: Idaho 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Jim Risch and the other members of Congress who want to repeal the Affordable Care 

Act (ACA) in its entirety have yet to propose anything that would address escalating 

health care costs and provide access to affordable, quality health care. Certainly, there 

are problems with the ACA, and they need to be addressed. We should keep what works 

and fix what doesn’t work. In the U.S. Senate, I will work with colleagues from both 

parties to repeal, or amend, those parts of the ACA that do not make sense and to retain 

those provisions that are working well. Most Idahoans I’ve talked to tell me they are 

relieved that coverage can no longer be denied because of pre-existing conditions and 

that they appreciate the fact that coverage can no longer be limited by annual or lifetime 

caps on benefits. Parents are glad to know that their young adult children can remain on 

the parents’ health care policies until they turn 26. But the ACA still needs work; 

consideration should be given to removing individual mandates and raising the cap on 

employer mandates. And, of even more importance, the ACA has not put the breaks on 

escalating health care costs in this country.” Source: 

http://www.nelsmitchellforidaho.com/voterguide/ 

 

Debt:  

“We have a tax system that plays favorites and is inefficient. We need to make our tax 

system fairer and simplify it. We also need to increase transparency and eliminate waste 

and fraud. Federal subsidies to profitable, well-established corporations are a waste of 

the taxpayer’s money. For instance, oil and gas industries are highly profitable, but have 

been getting huge subsidies from the U.S. taxpayers for almost a century. A 

conservative think tank recently estimated that corporate welfare in the federal budget 

http://www.nelsmitchellforidaho.com/voterguide/


costs taxpayers almost $100 billion a year. That’s $870 for each one of America’s 115 

million families. The Simpson-Bowles Commission provided a good starting point for 

serious work on tax reform and fiscal responsibility. I strongly support Social Security, 

Medicare and Veteran’s benefits and would fight efforts to cut or privatize those 

important programs.”  

Source: http://www.nelsmitchellforidaho.com/voterguide/ 

 

Social Security:  

“Seniors should have the resources and independence to enjoy the quality of life we as 

Idahoans and Americans enjoy. Unlike my opponent, I will not waver in my support for 

Medicare and Social Security benefits.” 

Source: http://www.nelsmitchellforidaho.com/home/on-the-issues/ 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Jim Oberweis 

State:Illinois 

Party:Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“‘It's so fundamentally flawed it probably can't be fixed as is,’ Jim Oberweis has said. He 

believes in allowing children to remain on their parent's health policy until age 26, 

providing coverage for pre-existing conditions, and enabling more comparison shopping 

for coverage across state lines should be allowed.” 

Source: http://wuis.org/post/interview-us-senate-candidate-jim-oberweis 

 

Debt:  

“People are hurting, both those who are down and out and need some help and those 

who are having trouble making ends meet in this terrible Durbin economy. We have to 

eliminate failing programs and re-direct those funds to programs that truly help those in 

need. This way, we can make sure that taxes can go down over time and help every 

Illinois family live a little bit better tomorrow than they are today. It’s time for a change.” 

Source: http://www.jimoberweis.com/jim_on_the_issues 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

http://wuis.org/post/interview-us-senate-candidate-jim-oberweis
http://www.jimoberweis.com/jim_on_the_issues


 
Candidate: Dick Durbin (Incumbent) 

State: Illinois 

Party: Democrat  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare 

“Because of this law, insurance companies can no longer discriminate against you and 

your family for a pre-existing condition. They can’t drop you from coverage when you or 

someone in your family gets sick. And they can no longer place caps on what they’ll 

cover for your care. Practices like these have caused millions of families to fall deep into 

debt and helped push the cost of health care higher and higher. So we said enough and 

worked to rein in costs while expanding coverage and protections for all Americans. This 

is what the Affordable Care Act will do for you: It makes preventative care free. This will 

help increase wellness while reducing overall healthcare costs.  It lowers the cost of 

prescription drugs for seniors. It expands mental health and substance abuse coverage 

for over 2 million across our state. And it expands Medicaid, helping over a million 

working families in our state get coverage that they otherwise couldn’t get or afford.” 

Source: http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hot-

topics?ContentRecord_id=fbca8df4-dadd-42ff-8eec-55f8d7fd1e16 

 

Debt:  

“America now owes over $14 trillion to our creditors. This is simply unsustainable. Last 

year I served on President Obama’s Fiscal Commission, which was charged with 

creating a long term plan to reduce our debt. When the final recommendations were put 

to a vote, I voted Yes. It was not  an easy decision, and I knew then that my vote will be 

widely criticized by some, but I believed then that it was the right thing to do. I still do.” 

Source: http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/agendadeficitmore 

 

Social Security:  

“Right now, 1 out of 10 seniors is in poverty. Without Social Security, half of seniors in 

America would be classified as living in poverty. If we start reducing Social Security 

http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hot-topics?ContentRecord_id=fbca8df4-dadd-42ff-8eec-55f8d7fd1e16
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hot-topics?ContentRecord_id=fbca8df4-dadd-42ff-8eec-55f8d7fd1e16


payments, we move more and more of our seniors toward poverty. That is not an 

outcome that anyone would cheer.”   

 

Social Security is projected to remain solvent until 2037. I believe we should act soon to 

stabilize Social Security for the long-term, but that any changes to Social Security should 

be made only for the purpose of providing for the long term solvency of the program – 

not to reduce the national debt that Social Security played no part in creating. I will 

continue to work for a responsible, bipartisan plan for Social Security reform which 

keeps sight of those people the system is designed to protect: our seniors.” 

Source: http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=seniors-priorities#social and 

http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/statementscommentary?ID=4aef975c-

e164-4358-b921-085d826c8e2f  

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: YEA 

● TARP: YEA 

● Stimulus: YEA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=seniors-priorities#social
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/statementscommentary?ID=4aef975c-e164-4358-b921-085d826c8e2f*****
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/statementscommentary?ID=4aef975c-e164-4358-b921-085d826c8e2f*****


 
Candidate: Bruce Braley (Incumbent) 

State Iowa 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare  

“Providing affordable, accessible and quality health care to all Americans is one of my 

top priorities. I was proud to help pass the Affordable Care Act, which will decrease 

health insurance costs, expand access to quality, affordable health care, improve 

reimbursements for Iowa medical providers and allow Americans to maintain their choice 

of health insurance. This bill will provide much-needed relief for thousands of businesses 

in Iowa’s First District and will reduce our deficit by more than $100 billion over the next 

10 years and over $1 trillion in the 10 years after that.” 

Source: http://braley.house.gov/issues/ 

 

Debt: 

 “The annual budget deficit has gotten out of control, and I believe we need to find 

bipartisan solutions to balance the budget. First, I have called on President Obama to 

freeze all non-discretionary spending in all federal agencies. Second, I have gone after 

waste in Medicare, which could save as much as $700 billion in unnecessary health care 

costs, due to many unneeded services being provided. Third, I've worked to cut down on 

excessive defense contracts to firms like Blackwater and Halliburton, which have wasted 

billions of dollars. Finally, in February 2011, I supported nearly $450 billion in cuts to 

federal spending.” 

Source: http://braley.house.gov/issues/ 

 

Social Security:  



“Let me state clearly: I support Medicare and Medicaid. I do not believe in some of the 

recent proposals in Congress that would privatize these programs or cut their benefits. 

Iowa seniors and families should have the peace of mind that comes with health 

coverage through these programs. However, he also says this when he discusses 

government spending: I have gone after waste in Medicare, which could save as much 

as $700 billion in unnecessary health care costs, due to many unneeded services being 

provided. 

Source: http://braley.house.gov/issues/ 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: YEA 

TARP: YEA 

Stimulus: YEA 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Candidate: Joni Ernst 

State: Iowa 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Joni is staunchly opposed to the ObamaCare law.  Joni supports immediate action to 

repeal ObamaCare and replace it with common sense, free-market alternatives that put 

patients first, and health care decisions back in the hands of each of us rather than 

Washington bureaucrats.” 

Source: http://www.joniforiowa.com/issues/ 

 

Debt:  

“Washington has a spending addiction and Joni is committed to breaking it. It’s simple: 

Government must stop spending more money than it takes in. That’s why Joni supports 

a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution to force Washington to stop the 

reckless spending and live within its means.” 

Source: http://www.joniforiowa.com/issues/ 

 

Social Security:  

“Joni believes strongly that Social Security and Medicare must be preserved and 

protected for our seniors of today and tomorrow. She opposes any efforts to change the 

promised benefits for today’s seniors. At the same time she supports reforms that will 

strengthen both Social Security and Medicare to ensure the long-term health of both 

programs for her daughters and grandchildren and their generations.” 

Source: http://www.joniforiowa.com/issues/ 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office TARP: Not in office Stimulus: Not in office 



 
Candidate: Pat Roberts (Incumbent) 

State: Kansas 

Party: Republican  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Pat Roberts has opposed ObamaCare at every turn, repeatedly voting to defund, repeal 

and replace it since its inception. In October 2013, Roberts joined Senator Ted Cruz’s 

effort to defund the law, where he was praised by Senator Cruz for his tough and tested 

opposition to ObamaCare. He has called for Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Kathleen Sebelius to resign over the failed launch of the exchanges. Kansans trust 

Senator Roberts to fight for health care reform that reduces spending and increases 

access to quality, affordable health care. Roberts believes health care decisions are best 

made between the doctor and the patient without the federal government getting in the 

way.”  

Source: http://www.robertsforsenate.com/index.cfm/health-care-reform 

 

Debt:  

“Pat Roberts not only wants to cut bloated federal spending, he has introduced and 

passed bills that save the taxpayer billions of dollars. He has fought against out-of-

control government spending by repeatedly voting against corporate bailouts and 

stimulus plans. Roberts is a long-time champion for a balanced budget amendment. He 

understands that Kansas families have to live within their means. So too should the 

federal government. Pat Roberts has made the hard choices on spending and provides 

tough, tested leadership and fiscal responsibility to preserve our country and way of life 

for future generations of Americans.”  

Source: http://www.robertsforsenate.com/index.cfm/debt 

 

Social Security:  



“Social Security is an important component of American workers' retirement planning 

and also serves as a vital safety net for individuals with disabilities and those surviving 

families of workers who have passed away. During my service in Congress, I have 

fought hard to protect and strengthen both Social Security and Medicare for generations 

to come. My record shows that I have voted to decrease wasteful government spending 

and ensure that Social Security funds will not be used to offset the costs of other 

programs. I have opposed the taxation of Social Security benefits and worked to repeal 

the offset for those over 65 years of age who wanted to work.The problem that our 

country will soon face is the inability to pay promised benefits to future workers because 

more is being paid out than earned in revenue. The demographic reality that the baby 

boomers will soon retire, causing significant financial strain on the program, looms over 

policymakers. At this point in time, all options must be put on the table for debate. 

Congress must act thoughtfully and responsibly as we weigh the benefits and the risks 

of each proposal. Let me be clear that any Social Security reform proposal considered 

by Congress must not impact current or near term retirees. I do not believe any member 

of Congress would support such a change. That said, we must work to ensure the long 

term solvency of this important program. Ensuring Social Security's long term viability -- 

for our children and their children -- will not come without difficult choices.”  

Source: http://www.roberts.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=SocialSecurity 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: NAY 

● TARP: NAY 

● Stimulus: NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Greg Orman 

State: Kansas 

Party: Independent 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“We had a national crisis in health care before the Affordable Care Act passed, and that 

crisis still exists today. But instead of playing political games with this issue as 

Republicans and Democrats in Congress have done, I believe we need to focus on what 

Washington can actually do to ensure that healthcare is affordable for all Americans. It’s 

clear that with the Affordable Care Act the Congress simply expanded a broken system, 

one that rewards providers for more tests and procedures rather than for better 

outcomes for individuals. We have to change that way of thinking, alter the incentives to 

providers to reward quality not quantity of care, and ensure that our government as the 

largest purchaser of health care in the country is prudent with the dollars it spends.”  

Source: http://www.ormanforsenate.com/issues 

 

Debt:  

“As a country, we need to live within our means. I believe it’s immoral to pass along 

large debts to the next generation. The only way we get spending under control is by 

making hard choices that Congress today seems unwilling to make. With each party 

fighting for their own pet projects and political power, there is no accountability to the 

American people. We’ve seen our credit rating as a country downgraded because of the 

http://www.ormanforsenate.com/issues


debt ceiling debate. Politicians refuse to face the tough choices we need to make and 

play by a different set of rules. We need to require the federal government to report 

expenses and revenue by the same strict accounting standards now required of all major 

companies.” 

Source: http://www.ormanforsenate.com/issues 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ormanforsenate.com/issues


 
Candidate: Mitch McConnell (incumbent) 

State: Kentucky 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare:  According to the Republican Leader of the U.S. Senate, Mitch McConnell, “The 

Senate Republicans promised the American people we would vote to repeal ObamaCare, and 

we have done that.  But this fight isn’t over.  We intend to continue the fight to repeal and 

replace ObamaCare with sensible reforms that would lower the cost of American health care, 

like medical malpractice, like selling insurance across state lines.”  In addition, Senator 

McConnell has made well over 100 floor speeches opposing ObamaCare. 

Source: http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=HealthCarePlan and 

http://www.teammitch.com/obamacare_truth  

 

Debt:  "After years of overspending by both parties, it’s time to make tough choices, just as any 

family does when times are tough, even among very good things.  We have to cut even from 

programs that are good, as difficult as it is, recognizing that the values we are fighting for in this 

debate are more fundamental than the survival of any one program.  We need to face that fact 

that we don’t have the money.  It is not an American value to borrow from others to pay for 

programs we don’t need and can’t afford.  And it is not an American value to put off tough 

decisions because you refuse to say no to things you want.  If there’s any good news in this 

debate, it’s that we’re finally beginning to talk about how much to cut in this town instead of how 

much to spend.  But we’re going to need more people to join the fight.  We’ll need Democrats to 

join us.  Above all, we need a President who gets it." 

Source: http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=EconomicGrowth  

 

Social Security: No position stated.  

 

Voting Record: ObamaCare: Nay TARP: Yea Stimulus: Nay 

http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=HealthCarePlan
http://www.teammitch.com/obamacare_truth
http://www.mcconnell.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=EconomicGrowth


 
Candidate: Alison Lundergan Grimes (Kentucky’s Secretary of State) 

State: Kentucky 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: No position stated.  

 

Debt: According to Grimes, “The federal deficit is out of control and it threatens the long-term 

strength of our nation.  Grimes believes that there is a responsible path to balancing the budget.  

We need to start by going line-by-line through the budget to cut waste, fraud and abuse and we 

must ensure that tax dollars are being used smartly and efficiently.  Nearly 680 renewable 

energy initiatives across 23 federal agencies and their 130 sub-agencies costing taxpayers $15 

billion is certainly not an efficient use of taxpayer dollars.  She also believes that we can make 

our Medicare and Medicaid programs more efficient without slashing coverage.  Medicare 

spending is unsustainable.  But rather than pushing for privatization, or vouchers, or shifting 

costs to seniors, we should be looking for ways to spend smarter on our entire health care 

system.  And to ensure our country never goes into debt again, Grimes will fight in the U.S. 

Senate to pass a Balanced Budget Amendment.” 

 

Social Security: On her website, Grimes states, “I am running to protect and strengthen 

Medicare and Social Security.  I believe in keeping our promises to our nation’s seniors while 

preserving these programs for our children and grandchildren.  But rather than pushing for 

privatization, vouchers, or simply shifting costs to seniors, we should be looking for ways to 

spend smarter. We should focus on reducing waste, fraud and abuse in the Medicare system, 

improve coordination of care between doctors, hospitals and patients, and allow Medicare to 

better negotiate prescription drug prices.” 

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: N/A 

 



 
Candidate: Bill Cassidy, M.D. (Representative LA-06)  

State: Louisiana  

Party: Republican  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “Congressman Cassidy’s life’s work has been focused on providing health care to 

people in need.  Over 30 years, Cassidy witnessed the government get more involved in patient 

care but did not witness improved quality or access to health care because of government 

intervention.  That’s why he believes in free-market health care solutions that give patients the 

power, not Washington DC bureaucrats.  When patients have control over their health care 

dollars and health care providers are accountable to them, the system lines up to serve them 

better.  Dr. Cassidy supports health care legislation that will repeal ObamaCare and replace it 

with reforms that will help ensure access to affordable, quality health care to all Americans 

without adding to our national debt.  This new law should employ a variety of innovative 

solutions to lower costs by shifting the balance of power in health care decision-making from 

insurance companies and the government to patients, including: tort reform, greater flexibility for 

the use of Health Savings Accounts, providing tax credits to cover costs for low-income families; 

ensuring coverage for those with pre-existing conditions by strengthening high risk/reinsurance 

pools, and allowing patients to shop for insurance across state lines.” 

Source: http://billcassidy.com/issues/healthcare/ and http://cassidy.house.gov/issues/health-

care 

 

Debt: “One of the most effective ways to grow the economy and create jobs is to provide tax 

relief to small businesses and middle class families.  With lower tax burdens, businesses can 

grow and hire more workers.  Dr. Cassidy recognizes that families, not Washington, know how 

to make the most productive use of their hard earned money.  He also signed the Taxpayer 

Protection Pledge, demonstrating that he will oppose efforts to increase taxes.  With the national 

debt over $16 trillion dollars, Cassidy knows that fiscal responsibility is not an option; it’s an 

urgent necessity.  He understands that we must get federal spending under control by cutting 

http://billcassidy.com/issues/healthcare/
http://cassidy.house.gov/issues/health-care
http://cassidy.house.gov/issues/health-care


the wasteful and duplicative programs to ensure the long term financial health of the United 

States and protect our children and grandchildren from mountains of debt they cannot afford.”  

Source: http://cassidy.house.gov/issues/budget-and-taxes 

 

Social Security: "The deficit is the single greatest threat to Social Security and Medicare. 

America has a spending problem that is creating unsustainable debt, contributing to high 

unemployment and all the while Medicare and Social Security are going bankrupt.  President 

Obama wants to increase taxes without offering a plan to decrease the debt or to preserve 

Medicare and Social Security.  America needs real reforms that control spending while focusing 

on job creation and preserving the programs seniors have earned.” 

Source:http://cassidy.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/cassidy-response-to-state-of-the-

union  

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Nay 

● TARP: Not yet in office 

● Stimulus:  Nay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://cassidy.house.gov/issues/budget-and-taxes
http://cassidy.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/cassidy-response-to-state-of-the-union
http://cassidy.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/cassidy-response-to-state-of-the-union


 
Candidate: Mary Landrieu (incumbent) 

State: Louisiana 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “On March 23, 2010, the President signed into law the ‘Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act.’  Senator Landrieu supported this historic legislation because it achieves 

the goals she laid out at the beginning of the debate: 

● It stabilizes costs and expands affordable health care choices for families and small 

businesses in Louisiana and throughout the country. 

● It expands coverage and increases choice and competition for thousands of 

Louisianians. 

● Most importantly, this law makes private health insurance more affordable and 

accessible without including a government-run option.” 

Source: http://www.landrieu.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=15 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: Yea 

● TARP: Nay 

● Stimulus: Yea 

 

 

http://www.landrieu.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=15


 
Candidate: Shenna Bellows 

State: Maine 

Party: Democrat 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Republican Susan Collins voted against the Affordable Care Act and continues to call 

for full repeal of the law years after it became law – without offering a replacement 

solution. We should keep the Affordable Care Act’s patient protections in place and 

simplify the process for signing up for coverage. Every American eligible for health 

coverage should be able to obtain it simply and affordably. Going back to the days 

before the Affordable Care Act, as Susan Collins demands we do, would move us 

backward instead of getting us closer to universal access.”  

Source: http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security:  

“Social Security is funded by an outdated system that caps taxpayer contributions to a 

percentage of the first $117,000 they earn. That means millionaires and even billionaires 

pay the same amount into Social Security as someone who makes $117,000 a year. 

Nobody think it’s fair, everybody knows it has to change-and Congress hasn’t done 

anything about it. I support a solution called “Scrap the Cap” that eliminates the taxable 

cap and makes sure the highest-paid Americans pay their fair share. This is the fiscally 

responsible way to expand Social Security benefits.” Source  

http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office Stimulus: Not in office 

http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues
http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues
https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/
https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/
https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/
http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues
http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues
http://bellowsforsenate.com/issues


 
Candidate: Susan Collins (Incumbent) 

State: Maine 

Party: Republican 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Senator Collins was disappointed that the President and Senate leadership chose to 

abandon this approach and instead enacted the partisan Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, which does not do enough to rein in the cost of health care or to 

provide consumers with more affordable choices.  In fact, the nonpartisan Congressional 

Budget Office (CBO) concluded that this legislation will actually increase costs for many 

families and small businesses – the opposite of what reform should produce.” 

Source: http://www.collins.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/aging 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: NAY 

● TARP: YEA 

● Stimulus: YEA 

 



 
Candidate: Brian Herr 

State: Massachusetts 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Affordable health care is needed and attainable but should not be mandated nor 

managed through the federal bureaucracy. I will vote to repeal and redirect ObamaCare 

back to the states and allow them to draft health care plans that meet their particular 

needs.”  

Source: https://www.brianherr.com/issues/ 

 

Debt:  

“No good comes from reckless government spending. No good comes from huge 

deficits. The economy will continue to stagnate, our debt payments will overwhelm us, 

and even more Americans will be out of work if we continue to kick the can down the 

road. We need leaders who will make tough decisions and do what is right for our 

country. Some of the things I would do: 1. Reduce the federal workforce by 15% by 

instituting a hiring freeze of non-military personnel. This would not require layoffs-with 

natural attrition, the federal workforce would gradually decrease while still keeping the 

same level of service. 1. Eliminate duplicate and inefficient programs that produce 

waste, fraud, and abuse. 2. Pass a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution. 

Our elected official in Washington has clearly shown that they not balance the budget on 

their own. 3. Impose Term Limits on Members of Congress. Without Fundamental reform 

and new leadership, little will change across the political landscape of America. It’s time 

we stop kicking the can down the road. It’s time we stop waiting for the next crisis and 

manage the process. It’s time for Congress to roll-up their sleeves and get to work 

https://www.brianherr.com/issues/


America will prosper again when we stop the reckless spending and balance the federal 

budget.”  

Source: https://www.brianherr.com/issues/ 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Ed Markey (Incumbent) 

State: Massachusetts 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Ed voted in support of ObamaCare, which builds on many of the improvements found in the 

2006 Massachusetts health reform law.The Affordable Care Act of 2010 legislation’s critical 

provisions include: 1) ending abusive health insurance practices like denying people health 

coverage based on pre-existing conditions and charging women higher premiums; 2) 

strengthening Medicare benefits and providing seniors a discount on certain prescription drugs; 

3) allowing young adults to remain on their parents’ health insurance plan until they turn 26 

years old; and 4) providing parity in coverage of mental illnesses. 

The law moves us from a “sick care” system to a “health care” system, investing heavily in 

preventive services and in health information technology to lower costs, reduce medical errors, 

and improve the coordination of health care services.” 

Source: http://www.edmarkey.com/issues/healthcare/ 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security:  

“Senator Markey believes Social Security is the promise we make to our seniors who 

have made our country so great, that after a lifetime of hard work, they can retire with 

dignity and security. He has fought to protect Social Security and has consistently 

advocated for necessary cost-of-living adjustments (COLA). He has also vocally 

http://www.edmarkey.com/issues/healthcare/


opposed any attempt to privatize Social Security, as well as the proposal called ‘Chained 

CPI’, which would unfairly reduce income for seniors, for the disabled and for veterans.”  

Source: http://www.markey.senate.gov/priorities/social-security 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

● TARP: Not yet in office 

● Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Terri Land (Michigan’s Secretary of State) 

State: Michigan 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “As a candidate for U.S. Senate, Terri Land supports policies that will provide real 

health care reform.  In Washington, politicians rarely admit when their policies aren’t working.  In 

fact, the greater the failure, the less willing a politician is to admit that their idea has failed.  The 

result is that Americans needlessly suffer.  That is exactly what is happening today as a result of 

ObamaCare.  This law is based on the idea that Washington should control your health care 

dollars and that government can force you to buy insurance, access your medical records, 

dictate your medical decisions, and restrict your health care choices.” 

 

Land, however, favors a different approach.  Her ideas include giving patients control over their 

health care dollars and health care decisions; expanding access to Health Savings Accounts 

(HSAs); encouraging competition among insurance companies to lower health care costs; 

purchasing insurance across state lines; improving transparency with respect to health care 

prices; and ensuring coverage for individuals with pre-existing conditions. 

Source: http://terrilynnland.com/real-health-care-reform/  

 

Debt: No position stated.  

 

Social Security No position stated.  

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A  

● TARP: N/A:  

● Stimulus: N/A 

 

http://terrilynnland.com/real-health-care-reform/


 
 

Candidate: Gary Peters (MI-14 Representative) 

State: Michigan 

Party: Democratic  

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “Peters believes the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act takes important 

steps to make sure that health care is more affordable and accessible and insurance companies 

can no longer deny you coverage or hike rates if you have a pre-existing condition or get sick. 

The ACA makes health care less expensive for women and allows young people to remain on 

their parents’ coverage until they are 26 years old, and eliminates the Medicare prescription 

donut hole for seniors.  Peters has fought against the more than 40 partisan attempts to repeal 

the law because we cannot afford to lose these critical protections.” 

 

“Peters is frustrated by some of the problems Michiganders have experienced with the health 

care rollout, including issues related to the website.  That’s why Peters supports bipartisan 

solutions to improve the law like delaying penalties for individuals and small businesses and 

exempting volunteer firefighters.  He also voted for the ‘If You Like Your Plan You Can Keep It’ 

Act to ensure that Michiganders can keep their plans while learning about other coverage 

options to make the right choice for their family.  He also supports strengthening cyber security 

on the exchange website.  Peters is committed to fixing the new law so that it works for all 

Michigan middle class families and small businesses.” 

Source: http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/health-care/  

 

Debt: “Peters was a successful businessman for more than 20 years.  He knows what it takes 

for Michigan families to balance their checkbooks, plan for retirement, and put away some 

money to send their children to college.  It is time for Washington to adopt a practical and 

responsible approach to addressing our nation’s fiscal challenges, which is why Gary’s 

http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/health-care/


repeatedly been an independent voice for eliminating wasteful government spending and 

reducing the deficit. He will continue his efforts to fight for common-sense budget solutions in 

the U.S. Senate.  Additionally, Peters has always worked to improve oversight and fiscal 

responsibility from government.  In the State Senate, he kept his office spending well below 

budget and returned an entire year’s office budget back to the Treasury.  In Congress, he has 

done the same, returning nearly $500,000 over the last four years to help pay down the deficit.” 

Source: http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/budget-deficit-reduction/  

 

Social Security: “Peters believes the essence of the American Dream is the promise that if you 

work hard and play by the rules, you will find a good-paying job, raise a family, and have the 

ability to retire with dignity.  It’s a promise Peters will fight to see fulfilled.  Social Security is one 

of the most successful programs in our history and has helped thousands of Michigan seniors 

stay out of poverty in their retirement and live with dignity.  Peters has stood firmly against those 

who want to end the Social Security guarantee and privatize the program.  Medicare and Social 

Security are vital to long-term economic security and represent a sacred promise. Congressman 

Peters will fight for Michigan seniors and middle class families to strengthen and secure these 

vital programs for future generations.” 

Source:http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/seniors/   

 

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: Yea 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: Yea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/budget-deficit-reduction/
http://www.petersformichigan.com/issues/seniors/


 
Candidate: Mike McFadden 

State: Minnesota 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Minnesota Is the Health Care Leader, Not Washington. America’s health care system is 

broken, but ObamaCare is not the answer. Before we can make the kind of changes 

Americans deserve, we need to repeal the “Unaffordable Care Act”• and replace it with 

a patient-centered, market-based solution that will lower costs and increase accessibility 

for all Americans. Minnesota has some of the best health care minds in the entire world. 

Instead of looking to bureaucrats in Washington, we can take charge and develop 

homegrown solutions for health care. By restoring power to the states, we can free 

Minnesota to become a laboratory for innovation and a standard-bearer for health care 

solutions that work.” 

Source: https://www.mikemcfadden.com/the-issues/ 

 

Debt:  

“Our country’s $17 trillion debt has become our greatest liability. It is irresponsible and 

immoral to pass this massive debt on to our children. We need leaders in Washington 

who will work together to find a way to meet our obligations while also paying down this 

massive debt.” 

Source: https://www.mikemcfadden.com/rein-control-spending/ 

 

Social Security:  

“Social Security and Medicare are promises we’ve made to our seniors. As your 

Senator, I will fight to keep the promise we’ve made to our parents and grandparents by 

opposing any bill that changes the way those at or near retirement receive their benefits. 

Save Medicare & Social Security From Going Bankrupt. We can keep our promises 

while also being realistic about the challenges our current program faces. The senior 

safety net is heading toward bankruptcy because of irresponsible politicians like Al 

Franken who’ve used scare tactics to win elections. We have to take action to preserve 

this important program for future generations.” 

Source: https://www.mikemcfadden.com/protecting-minnesota-seniors/ 

https://www.mikemcfadden.com/the-issues/


 

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office 

Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Candidate: Al Franken (Incumbent) 

State: Minnesota 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Al supported health reform. Minnesotans are just beginning to receive its benefits—from 

guarantees that insurance companies won’t be able to take away coverage when you 

get sick or deny it to kids with pre-existing conditions, to benefits for seniors (who are 

receiving payments to bring down the cost of prescriptions) and small businesses (who 

are receiving tax credits to help them cover employee health insurance). Al is particularly 

proud of several provisions he authored that were included in the final law. Medical loss 

ratio—a requirement that insurance companies spend at least 80 to 85 cents out of 

every premium dollar on health care (instead of marketing or profit)—is already saving 

consumers billions of dollars across the country. And Al’s diabetes prevention program—

based on a program that has worked in St. Paul—will identify potential diabetes sufferers 

and help them avoid developing the disease, saving money in the long run.” 

Source: http://www.alfranken.com/issues/ 

 

Debt:  

“Moving forward, Al is committed to a balanced approach to deficit reduction. He has 

proposed hundreds of billions of dollars in savings—from eliminating subsidies for oil 

companies to cutting unnecessary defense spending to allowing Medicare to negotiate 

lower prices on pharmaceuticals under Part D—but has also insisted that major 

corporations and the wealthiest Americans share in the sacrifice. But Al knows that cuts 

and revenues alone won’t fix the deficit—we need growth to get our economy going, 

help struggling businesses and families, and improve our fiscal outlook. He continues to 

http://www.alfranken.com/issues/
http://www.alfranken.com/issues/


fight for smart investments in education, infrastructure, and research and development 

that could create good-paying jobs and entire new industries for Minnesota.” 

Source: http://www.alfranken.com/issues/ 

 

Social Security: 

 “Protecting Social Security has been a priority for Al for many years—and he’ll fight 

against efforts to privatize or cut it. Al will also strongly oppose attempts to end Medicare 

as we know it by turning it into a voucher program and leaving seniors to fend for 

themselves in the private insurance market. Instead, he will work to eliminate waste in 

order to preserve the program for future generations. Minnesota seniors struggling to 

pay the rising costs of prescription drugs are already receiving relief from the health 

reform law, and Al will continue to work to make sure the “donut hole” is closed. He’s 

also going to keep fighting to save seniors and taxpayers tens of billions each year by 

allowing Medicare to negotiate for lower drug prices. Al also knows that many seniors 

rely on Medicaid to help them pay for long-term care, and will fight potential cuts to this 

important funding. Meanwhile, Al is working to keep employee pensions secure and 

provide every worker with ways to save for retirement.” 

Source: http://www.alfranken.com/issues/ 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: YEA 

TARP: Not yet in office 

Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alfranken.com/issues/
http://www.alfranken.com/issues/
http://www.alfranken.com/issues/
http://www.alfranken.com/issues/


  
Candidate: Thad Cochran (Incumbent) 

State: Mississippi 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“It is becoming increasingly evident that the Affordable Care Act is neither affordable nor 

protective of the health care most Americans want. The costs of this law consistently 

exceed all the rosy projections that were made when it was enacted or since. It is time to 

stop the health care changes that the President and congressional Democrats forced on 

the American people and work toward the sort of true reforms that will actually improve 

health care without the mandates, tax increases or excessive costs.” 

Source: http://www.cochran.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/3/cochran-votes-to-

defund-affordable-care-act 

 

Debt:  

“Thad believes we must get spending under control, which is why he has repeatedly co-

sponsored a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution. Thad voted against 

President Obama’s $838 billion stimulus bill, and supported the Sequestration 

Transparency Act of 2012, requiring the President to provide a detailed report for 

spending reductions.” 

 Source: http://thadformississippi.com/issues/#spending 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: NAY 

TARP: NAY 

 Stimulus: NA 



  
Candidate: Travis Childers (Former U.S. Representative of MS-01) 

State: Mississippi  

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: No position stated. 

 

Debt:  

"We have to be smarter about our spending in the future. Our debt is $17 trillion and 

growing, so what kind of trade-offs have been made sometimes to get money to 

Mississippi?"  

Source: http://www.cdispatch.com/news/article.asp?aid=36222 

 

Social Security: 

“Travers Childers will help Missippians by protecting Social Security from privatization 

and Medicare from cuts.” 

Source: http://childersforsenate.com/priorities/ 

 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: NAY 

·         TARP: NAY 

·         Stimulus: YEA 

 



 
Candidate: Steve Daines (U.S. Representative MT-AL) 

State: Montana 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

Even Montana’s former Senator Max Baucus agrees: President Obama’s failed health 

care law has been nothing short of a train wreck. Tens of thousands of Montanans have 

received cancelation notices for their health plans, small business owners in Montana 

are facing millions of dollars in new fees and compliance costs, and hardworking 

Montanans are seeing their hours cut or losing their jobs altogether. 

 

That’s why one of my first votes in Congress was to repeal Obamacare and allow the 

opportunity to work toward real reforms that put Montanans first. Obamacare imposes a 

heavy tax and regulatory burden on American families, increases health costs, leads to 

higher premiums, and will ultimately lead to more federal spending. 

 

With our national debt fast approaching eighteen trillion dollars, we simply cannot afford 

more irresponsible policies that increase our national debt, while failing to actually 

address the rising costs of healthcare. We need free market solutions that slow the rapid 

growth in health costs, without jeopardizing access to high-quality care. We need to 

empower states, increase competition for health insurance across state lines, and work 

toward commonsense tort reform to address the rising costs of health care. More 

government overreach and Washington-driven solutions are not the answer—

Montanans and their doctors, not government bureaucrats, should be in charge of health 

care decisions.  

Source: AMAC questionnaire  

 

Debt :  

“Before serving in Congress, I spent twenty-eight years in business creating jobs in my 

hometown of Bozeman, Montana. I know first-hand how important a budget is to a 

successful organization and our government should be no different. Unfortunately, 



Washington’s culture of reckless and wasteful spending is the root of our nation’s debt 

crisis and threatens the prosperity of this nation for future generations. A staggering 

$17.5 trillion debt is simply unfair to the next generation, and reining in government 

spending remains on of my biggest priorities. That’s why the first bill I introduced in 

Congress was the Balanced Budget Accountability Act, which says if Congress doesn’t 

pass a balanced budget, members don’t get paid. It’s simple: no balanced budget, no 

paycheck. Montanans deserve a balanced budget. 

 

Unfortunately, Washington insiders would rather continue adding to our nation’s debt 

than find real solutions to our spending crisis. This year, President Obama once again 

failed to provide the American people with a budget that balances, and the Democrat-

controlled Senate decided that the American people didn’t deserve a budget at all. 

That’s irresponsible and unacceptable. I will continue working to address our nation’s 

escalating debt crisis whenever feasible.” 

Source: AMAC questionnaire 

 

 

Social Security: 

As a society, we have a responsibility to keep the promises that have been made to our 

seniors. Social Security and Medicare provide critical support to seniors and people with 

disabilities and I will work to ensure Montana seniors receive the benefits they have 

earned. I will stand strong against any efforts to change Medicare for today’s seniors and 

those near retirement—that’s one reason why I’m fighting to repeal Obamacare, which 

cut more than $700 billion from Medicare to pay for the health care law’s increased 

costs. 

 

While protecting the Medicare and Social Security guarantee for today’s seniors and 

near retirees, I also am committed to working toward commonsense reforms that ensure 

these important programs are secured for future generations. 

 

The first step toward safeguarding the Social Security guarantee for future generations is 

putting more Americans back to work. Our economy continues to under perform, which 

reduces revenues going into the Social Security Trust Fund. We need to enact policies 

that promote job creation and encourage work to get our economy back to strong 

employment levels. In addition, Social Security is structured to provide lower and middle-

income individuals with a larger share of their earnings when they retire. We should 

consider ways to expand on this principle to keep the program strong and solvent for our 

children and grandchildren. 

Source: AMAC questionnaire 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

● TARP: Not yet in office 

● Stimulus: Not yet in office 



 
Candidate: Amanda Curtis 

State: Montana 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

ObamaCare: “In Montana, healthcare comes down to access. I plan to work to ensure all 

Montanans, including veterans and Native Americans, have access to quality and affordable 

healthcare. In Washington, I will work to improve access to healthcare facilities all across 

Montana. Healthcare is a basic human right and I will stand up to the deep-pocketed insurance 

companies to fight for Montana families. I will ensure no one can be denied care because of 

age, gender, or a pre-existing condition.” 

Source:http://www.amandaformontana.com/issues/  

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security: “Social Security and Medicare provide financial security and health care for 

seniors across Montana who have worked a lifetime for their benefits. We have an obligation to 

our senior and disabled Montanans to guarantee these benefits for decades to come. I will fight 

tooth and nail to strengthen and protect Social Security and Medicare.” 

Source: http://www.amandaformontana.com/issues/ 

 

Voting Record: 

 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office 

Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 



  
Candidate :Ben Sasse  

State: Nebraska  

Party: Republican  

 

Issues 

 
ObamaCare:  

“Ben Sasse, called ‘ObamaCare’s Nebraska Nemesis’ by National Review, is the only 
candidate offering a real plan to defeat ObamaCare and fix health care for Nebraska 
families. ‘The Anti-ObamaCare Recovery Plan: A Conservative Blueprint for a Healthier 
Future’ is not a plan to fix ObamaCare; it is a plan to completely repeal ObamaCare and 
start anew with real, conservative solutions. The American Dream is under attack. 
ObamaCare’s command-and-control regime is hurting families, killing medical 
innovation, and putting America on a path of debt and decline. We cannot fix or tweak 
ObamaCare. We have to repeal ObamaCare.” 
Source: https://www.sassefornebraska.com/issues/obamacare 

 
Debt:  

“Our national debt now stands at more than $17 trillion—and with our unfunded 
liabilities, the real number is more than $70 trillion. The problem with our Federal debt is 
not a lack of revenue. The problem is an addiction to spending by unaccountable 
politicians. Business as usual is not working. Governing by crisis is not healthy for 
America. Our politicians must speak honestly to the American people. ‘Cutting the deficit’ 
just means we spend more money than we take in each year. We must begin cutting the 
debt to ensure economic solvency for future generations. With one of the highest 
corporate tax rates in the world, and tax codes stacked against small businesses, we 
need to give all employers an opportunity to grow within America.” 
Source: https://www.sassefornebraska.com/issues/debt-and-deficits 

 
Social Security: No position stated. 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 



 
Candidate: David Domina 

State: Nebraska 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Domina said there is a growing awareness that ObamaCare is the start of much-needed 
reform but has to be fixed. He said that insurance companies were not given enough 
incentives to adjust. Insurance companies were accustomed to dropping high-risk 
clients, but ObamaCare ordered them to insure everyone. ObamaCare also eliminated 
caps on total lifetime benefits for the insured. And, ObamaCare forced insurance 
companies to spend no more than 20% of their revenues on administration, with 80% 
going to pay clients’ claims. Those tough requirements led to potential financial losses 
for companies. Faced with that, many insurance companies raised rates sharply, and 
policyholders protested loudly. It would have been better if insurance companies were 
given incentives to adjust their rates over four years, but there were no incentives for 
that in the law, Domina said.” 
Source: http://davedomina.com/news/domina-standing-little-guys/ 

 

Debt: 

“I believe a timely budget must be passed, and the government must live within the 
budget. I believe debt held by foreign nations must be refinanced or repaid as quickly as 
possible so any Federal debt is held by the American people, and not foreign interests. 
 
I believe the budget must be used to reduce the deficit as quickly as possible. This must 
be done by achieving tax fairness, which requires closing gaping tax loopholes. These 
loopholes allow major corporations to escape with no taxes at all, incentivizes them to 
expatriate jobs overseas, and, as a result, puts too much pressure on the middle-class. 
Yes, billionaires and huge corporations must pay their fair share.” 
Source: http://davedomina.com/issues/budget-taxes/ 

Social Security: 

“Do you want to give Social Security to the Wall Street Bankers that brought us the 2008 

crash? My opponent will do just that. I will not! I support, and defend the Social Security 

http://davedomina.com/issues/budget-taxes/


System, current COLAs, delivery of promised benefits, and oppose raising the 

qualification age on terms that would be harmful to innocent victims who are members of 

demographic groups for whom there is no expectation of increased longevity like that 

enjoyed by persons of substantial means. My opponent takes the opposite view. Only 

my position will protect seniors, disabled persons, and children who have lost their 

parents.” 

Source: http://davedomina.com/issues/keeping-promises/ 

 

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://davedomina.com/issues/keeping-promises/


 
Candidate: Jeanne Shaheen (Incumbent) 

State: New Hampshire 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“She opposes repeal of the Affordable Care Act because she believes we cannot go 

back to the days when insurance companies could discriminate against women and 

people with pre-existing conditions, cap lifetime benefits, and terminate policies for 

people who got sick.  Jeanne is working to improve the ACA by extending deadlines for 

sign up and cosponsoring legislation to reduce the number of policies cancelled by 

insurance companies.”  

Source: http://jeanneshaheen.org/priority/health-care/ 

 

Debt:  

“She is the leading proponent of strengthening the authority and reach of Inspectors 

General at federal agencies.  She is leading bipartisan efforts to reform or eliminate 

wasteful agriculture spending, including subsides forthe sugar program and crop 

insurance, and the catfish inspection program. She succeeded in eliminating 

government spending on oil portraits for politicians. Jeanne is the leading cosponsor of 

bipartisan legislation to reform Washington’s broken budget system by implementing a 

two-year budgeting system, like New Hampshire’s, to improve oversight, cut wasteful 

spending and reduce manufactured budget crises.”  

Source: http://jeanneshaheen.org/priority/fiscal-responsibility/ 

 

Social Security: None position stated. 

http://jeanneshaheen.org/priority/health-care/


 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: YEA 

·         TARP: Not yet in office 

·         Stimulus: YEA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Scott Brown (Former U.S. Senator of Massachusetts) 

State: New Hampshire 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

ObamaCare:  

“The people of New Hampshire take pride in individual liberty and freedom. ObamaCare 

demolishes both. It is bad for New Hampshire and bad for America. Granite Staters are 

already suffering from higher premiums, fewer options, and canceled plans, forcing them 

to find new doctors and drive farther distances for treatment. Of the state’s 26 hospitals, 

10 have been excluded from the only plan that is currently offered. ObamaCare is also 

hurting economic growth and causing uncertainty for businesses. Next January, 

businesses will be forced to offer health insurance to their employees or face penalties. 

In the Senate, Scott Brown fought to repeal ObamaCare in its entirety. Senator Shaheen 

cast the tie-breaking vote to pass ObamaCare into law and stands by the President’s 

law, despite the hardships it has created for Granite Staters.”  

Source: https://www.scottbrown.com/obamacare-2/ 

 

Debt:  
“Washington has a spending addiction, and it must stop. The national debt recently 
passed the $17 trillion mark, and if left unchecked, this type of government spending 
threatens the stability of our country. In the United States Senate, Brown made it a top 
priority to address waste, fraud and abuse. He supports a balanced budget amendment 
to the Constitution and believes it will force the federal government to finally get its fiscal 
house in order. New Hampshire families balance their budgets every day, and it is long 
past time for Washington to do the same.”  
Source: https://www.scottbrown.com/spending/ 

 

Social Security: None position stated. 

 

https://www.scottbrown.com/obamacare-2/


Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

·         TARP: Not yet in office 

·         Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Cory Booker (Incumbent) 

State:  New Jersey 

Party:  Democratic 

  

Issue 

  

ObamaCare:  

“I firmly support the Affordable Care Act as a vital step in the right direction. I believe 

that the ACA has begun, and will continue, to significantly transform our health care 

landscape. For example, right here in New Jersey, the Affordable Care Act has closed 

the Medicare donut hole for 109,000 Medicare beneficiaries and will save middle class 

New Jerseyans more than $1,000 per year by 2019.”   

Source: http://corybooker.com/vision/promoting-access-to-quality-health-care/ 

  

  

Debt:   

“Washington, however, doesn’t seem to get it. Our deficit challenges are very real and 

must be addressed, but we will not be able to cut our way out of the jobs crisis. The 

defeat of many aspects of President Obama’s jobs plan, on the basis that it meant a 

short-term spending bump, is emblematic of Congress’s inability to reconcile smart 

spending and investment now with long-term deficit reduction efforts that will help ensure 

our economic prosperity.”  

Source: http://corybooker.com/vision/ensuring-economic-fairness-and-security/ 

  

  

Social Security: No Position Stated. 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

TARP: Not yet in office 

Stimulus: Not yet in office 

http://corybooker.com/vision/ensuring-economic-fairness-and-security/
http://corybooker.com/vision/ensuring-economic-fairness-and-security/


 
Candidate: Jeff Bell 

State: New Jersey 

Party: Republican 

  

Issues 

  

ObamaCare:  

“Jeff Bell believes ObamaCare should be repealed with a refundable tax credit to enable 

individuals to own and control their own health insurance.  To help those with preexisting 

conditions, the government should provide an insurance plan to those who cannot 

otherwise afford it in the marketplace.” 

Source: AMAC questionnaire  

 

 

Debt:  

“The massive public debt is the product of a debt-based monetary system. We must 

return to a gold standard where participating nations’ debts are squared away with gold 

rather than national currencies like the dollar.” 

Source: AMAC questionnaire  

 

Social Security:  

“We need to slow the growth of Social Security benefits to ensure that this program is 

solvent for the long run. I would not raise the retirement age further or increase the cap 

on income or taxes.” 

Source: AMAC questionnaire  

 

  

Voting Record: ObamaCare: Not in office TARP: Not in office Stimulus: Not in office 



 
Candidate: Tom Udall (Incumbent) 

State: New Mexico 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“To provide every American with quality health care, control skyrocketing costs, and 

ensure that patients have choices, we need to improve our health care system. As the 

new health reform law, the Affordable Care Act, is being implemented, I continue to look 

for opportunities to assure access to affordable, quality health care, including health 

promotion and disease prevention opportunities, and building the health care workforce. 

 

Across the country, most health care markets are dominated by one or two insurance 

companies. In New Mexico, two companies control 65 percent of the market. We need 

more competition to drive down health care costs for consumers. I believe that the best 

way to achieve this goal is by creating a public health insurance option that provides an 

alternative for New Mexicans who don't have insurance, while stimulating the necessary 

competition to drive down prices for those who are happy with their coverage. 

 

Expanding access to health care for all Americans is an important step for improving 

health outcomes for everyone. At the same time, we need to lower the cost of health 

care. I am supporting innovative strategies for changing how we pay for health care, how 

we coordinate health care services, how we create healthy competition for health care 

services and products, and how we get the most value out of public and private dollars 

paying for health care.  

That's why I continue to push for increased transparency from the health care industry. 

Opening up the relationship between health care providers and drug and medical device 

manufacturers will help to keep them honest and reduce costs. The new health reform 

law requires insurance companies to inform consumers about how much of their 



premium is used to pay their medical health insurance claim, and how much is used for 

administrative costs.” 

Source: http://www.tomudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=13 

 

Debt: 

“I support a balanced approach to deficit reduction that doesn't place the majority of the 

burden on the most vulnerable Americans, including seniors and children. Further, we 

must address the national debt in a smart, responsible way that protects the middle 

class. Three elements are essential: responsible spending restraint, a fairer tax system 

with fewer loopholes, and smart investments that spur future economic growth and jobs. 

 

While I believe we must make serious spending reductions, the mandatory, across-the-
board spending cuts known as sequestration are not the way to go. I voted in favor of 
the American Family Economic Protection Act of 2013, which would have averted the 
sequester and provided a balanced approach to the budget. Sequestration is bad policy 
and no way to govern, and I remain committed to finding a responsible alternative.” 
Source: http://www.tomudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=12  

Social Security: 

“America made a promise to our seniors — if you work hard throughout your life, if you 
pay into the system, then you will be able to rely on Social Security benefits in 
retirement. Our dignity as a nation is defined not only by the country we build for our 
children, but also by how well we fulfill our obligations to the generations that came 
before. 

Tom believes that retirement security must be preserved. We need to protect Medicare 
for our seniors and Medicaid for the most vulnerable among us. Whether it’s 
reimbursement rates through Medicare or closing the “doughnut hole” that made it 
harder for seniors to afford life-saving prescriptions, Tom always fights for New Mexico’s 
seniors. 

Seniors shouldn’t be forced to choose between buying their groceries and buying their 
medication. They shouldn’t have to worry about affording their mortgage payments and 
affording their health care. 

Our seniors have earned their benefits. Tom is committed to making sure those benefit 
programs remain intact.” 

Source: http://www.tomudall.com/issues/seniors/  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare:YEA 

TARP: Not yet in office 

Stimulus: YEA 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tomudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=13
http://www.tomudall.senate.gov/?p=issue&id=12
http://www.tomudall.com/issues/seniors/


 
Candidate: Allen Weh 

State: New Mexico 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 
ObamaCare: 

“Fixing the healthcare train wreck we’ve got now.” 
Source: http://www.allenweh.com/issues/  

 

Debt: 

“We must stop excessive government spending waste, fraud, abuse, and spending. 
While one senator cannot accomplish this alone, one senator can prioritize certain 
targets and lead the charge to begin chipping away at them. Passing a Balanced Budget 
Amendment that could withstand constitutional muster would be one of those priorities. 
This is key to reducing government spending. 

We’ve got thousands of square feet of empty government buildings and extra land that 
we pay to sustain every year, but they’re not being used. Selling the buildings and 
eliminating the payment of electricity, heat, and maintenance would be another huge 
source of revenue. These are common sense solutions.” 
Source: http://www.allenweh.com/issues/  

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office 

Stimulus: Not in office 

 

http://www.allenweh.com/issues/
http://www.allenweh.com/issues/


 
Candidate: Kay Hagan (incumbent)  

State: North Carolina  

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

  

ObamaCare: “In the U.S. Senate, Senator Hagan has worked to expand access to affordable, 

quality health care.  She knows that preventive care will help lower costs and keep people 

healthier in the long run.  During the Senate debate on health care, Senator Hagan included 

provisions in the bill to fight diabetes, help seniors manage their medications and increase the 

physician workforce in rural areas.” 

Source: http://www.hagan.senate.gov/?p=priority&id=29  

 

Debt: “Jobs and the economy are Senator Hagan’s number one priority.  As North Carolinians 
work hard to recover from the economic downturn, Senator Hagan is leading the fight to boost 
our economy and grow jobs for middle class families right now.  From years working in the 
private sector, the Senator knows that small businesses are the backbone of our economy, and 
she has supported efforts to increase access to capital for small business owners and 
encourage retailers to make investments that boost the economy.  Senator Hagan knows that 
more than anything, North Carolina business owners need certainty.  That’s why she supports a 
long-term, balanced, and bipartisan plan to reduce our deficits, make the tax code simpler and 
more fair, and restore the confidence that business owners need to implement plans, increase 
hiring and grow their companies.” 

Source: http://www.kayhagan.com/issues/jobs/  

Social Security:  “Senator Hagan believes we must keep the promises we have made to our 
seniors.  In an effort to protect Social Security, the Senator has opposed a complicated formula 
called ‘Chained CPI’ that would amount to cuts in Social Security benefits for North Carolina 
seniors who rely on them.  Our nation faces difficult budget choices, but Senator Hagan will 
never allow our budget to be balanced on the backs of seniors.” 

http://www.hagan.senate.gov/?p=priority&id=29
http://www.kayhagan.com/issues/jobs/


Source: http://www.kayhagan.com/issues/seniors 

Voting Record:  

ObamaCare: Yea 

TARP: N/A  

Stimulus: Yea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kayhagan.com/issues/seniors/


 
 

Candidate: Thom Tillis (Speaker of NC House of Representatives) 

State: North Carolina 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “ObamaCare is a cancer on our national economy and it threatens the quality of 

every American's health care.  It is paralyzing business expansion, displacing families from the 

health coverage they have now, raising costs, and threatening the federal treasury for all future 

years.  ObamaCare is ridden with policies that are bad for families, bad for seniors, bad for 

businesses, and bad for the economy.  Tillis will fight in the Senate for full repeal of 

ObamaCare, for defunding ObamaCare, and he will work to implement private sector solutions 

to reduce health care costs for North Carolinians.” 

Source: http://thomtillis.com/meet-thom/ 

 

Debt: “After a long career in private business, balancing budgets is not just theory; it’s what he 

does.  As the leader of the reform movement that took over the North Carolina legislature, Thom 

Tillis led the passing of a balanced budget every year he’s been Speaker.  Because of these 

accomplishments, North Carolina has seen a reduction in state debt.  In the Senate, Tillis will be 

a stalwart conservative reformer, pushing at every opportunity for the tough decisions it will take 

to balance the budget every year by cutting spending, and reducing our outrageous $17 trillion 

national debt.  Tillis believes in the "Cut, Cap, and Balance" approach - cut spending now, cap 

spending in the future, and require a balanced budget every year.” 

Source: http://thomtillis.com/meet-thom/ 

 

Social Security: No stated position. 

 

Voting Record: ObamaCare: N/A TARP: N/A Stimulus: N/A 

http://thomtillis.com/meet-thom/
http://thomtillis.com/meet-thom/


 
Candidate: James Lankford (U.S. Representative OK-05) 

State: Oklahoma 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“In January of 2011, I voted to repeal ObamaCare. It was one of the first votes I took as 

a new member of Congress. More than 55 times in the past three years I have voted to 

repeal, replace or delay the ObamaCare law that has driven up our unemployment rate, 

pushed people into part time work, reduced overtime hours, eliminated doctor choice 

and increased premium/copayment costs for thousands of Oklahomans. Costs have 

increased as the new healthcare taxes started in early 2014 and options have decreased 

as many plans exclude many doctors and hospitals.”   

Source: http://jameslankford.com/health-care/  

 

Debt: 

“Every American knows that our nation is deeply in debt. We currently owe over $17 

trillion dollars in debt and our future liabilities exceed $71 trillion. President Obama and 

the Washington Democrats believe that the economic malaise of our nation will be 

solved by more government spending and debt, so in the first two years of his 

Presidency they drove our single year deficit spending to record heights, over $1.4 

trillion a year. President Obama put our nation on a path to double our federal debt 

during his presidency. 

 

After my election in 2010, I joined the Budget committee and committed to work with 
other conservative solution driven individuals to start digging our nation out of the fiscal 
hole. In the past three years, we have cut the federal single year deficit in half, but we 
still have a long way to go. Every budget proposal to move our nation back to balance 
has been met with stiff resistance from the Democrat controlled Senate and the White 
House. But, we have chipped away at the deficit each year. 

http://jameslankford.com/health-care/


To be clear, the debt problem is a spending problem, not a tax problem. Tax receipts are 
the highest ever. But, the federal government wastes billions of hardworking taxpayer 
dollars in unnecessary programs, indiscriminate foreign aid and horrible financial 
management. 

The Obama economy is unlike any economy we have experienced in modern times. His 
idea of spending more tax money to increase employment has been a miserable failure. 
President Obama has now presided over more months of high unemployment than the 
last eleven presidents combined! We can do better, we must do better.” 
Source: http://jameslankford.com/budget/  

 
Social Security: No position stated. 
 
Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Not yet in office 
● TARP: Not yet in office 
● Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://jameslankford.com/budget/


 
Candidate: Connie Johnson 
State : Oklahoma  
Party: Democrat 
 
ObamaCare: 

“As our U.S. Senator, Connie Johnson will work to improve health care reform that 

provides access to care for all hardworking Oklahomans. She’ll fight for effective cost 

controls that reign in spiraling prescription drug and hospital costs. 

Even though Oklahoma is not participating in the Affordable Care Act—refusing to 

expand Medicaid or to create state health insurance exchanges—Oklahomans still 

benefit from key provisions in the ACA that Connie supports. 

 

First, the ACA improves access to insurance coverage and, therefore, care. Insurance 

companies can no longer deny coverage due to pre-existing conditions. Oklahomans will 

no longer lose coverage because of a catastrophic health event. Second, the ACA 

promotes health and wellness through free preventive screenings. It supports people 

taking personal responsibility for what they eat and whether they exercise. Thirdly, the 

ACA means Oklahoma’s young adults can stay on their parents’ insurance plan until age 

26. This particular provision is critical, given the economic challenges today’s college 

grads face because of depressed wages and huge student loan debt. As the mother of 

two recent college grads, Connie applauds this provision.” 

Source: http://www.cj4ok.com/issues 

 
Debt: No position stated. 
 
Social Security: 

http://www.cj4ok.com/issues


“As our U.S. Senator, Connie will strengthen Social Security and Medicare by spending 

smarter and reducing waste, fraud, and abuse in the system. 

She’ll work to improve coordination between patients, doctors, and hospitals, and she’ll 

also work to allow Medicare to negotiate for lower prescription drug prices. 

We don’t privatize our country’s promises to our workers and our seniors. We must 

protect and preserve these pivotal programs for our children and grandchildren.” 

Source: http://www.cj4ok.com/issues  
 
Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 
● TARP: Not in office 
● Stimulus: Not in office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cj4ok.com/issues


 
Candidate: James Inhofe (Incumbent) 

State: Oklahoma 

Party: Republican 

  

Issue: 

  

ObamaCare:  

“I fully support the repeal and replacement of Obamacare with common-sense medical 

reform such as portable health insurance, medical malpractice reform, and increased 

ability of consumers to have more choices in health coverage. Government health take-

overs only diminish quality of care, choices, and nothing to address skyrocketing costs. 

Any reforms that take away patient choice while giving control to the government will 

devastate the quality of patient are.”  

Souce: http://www.inhofe.senate.gov/issues/healthcare 

  

Debt:  

“Americans know they are over-regulated and over-taxed.  They know that Washington, 

D.C. has a spending problem.  I have consistently opposed the massive $700 billion 

government bailouts of the banking and auto industries, which we saw in TARP.  I have 

also been a vocal critic of the Presidents’ $825 billion stimulus package, which was the 

first legislation signed by President Obama.  With annual deficits of over $1 trillion and a 

national debt approaching $17 trillion, Americans need a thriving economy and private 

sector jobs, not more government spending which has only saddled us with suffocating 

debt.”  

Source: http://www.inhofe.senate.gov/issues/federal-spending 

  

 Social Security:  

“It is imperative that we secure Social Security for current and future retirees.  At the 

same time, the status quo has put Social Security on an unsustainable path.  We must 



make smart reforms to the program to ensure that the program is secure for retirees 

both now and in years to come.”  

Source: http://www.inhofe.senate.gov/issues/social-security 

 

Voting Record: 

  

ObamaCare: NAY 

TARP: NAY   

Stimulus: NAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Matt Silverstein 

State: Oklahoma 

Party: Democrat 

  

Issue 

  

ObamaCare:  No position stated. 

  

Debt:   

“If we fail to reduce the debt it will quickly begin swallowing a bigger and bigger piece of 

the federal budget that should be going to prudent investments.  Interest rates are low 

right now but as the economy grows and interest rates start to rise our debt will become 

unsustainable – we must act now. We must stop wasting taxpayer’s money on bad 

investments.  The biggest challenge we face is getting our economy working again for 

the long term, while reducing unemployment now.   The biggest drag on the economy is 

the budget deficit.  Any businessperson knows when you borrow year after year to meet 

current expenses, rather than investing, you are on the road to bankruptcy.   I’m running 

to re-establish a sound fiscal foundation in Washington, make prudent investments like 

education and high-tech research, then get out of the way and let the economy grow like 

it can.”  

Source: http://www.mattforoklahoma.com/on-the-issues/ 

  

Social Security:   

“We must protect and strengthen Medicare and Social Security. These are sacred 

promises to our seniors who worked hard their entire lives. Partisan gridlock and career 

politicians are threatening to jeopardize these programs for our children and 

grandchildren. Matt’s practical approach to investing wisely when we can afford it and 

cutting wasteful spending and attacking waste, fraud, and abuse is an important first 

step in keeping these programs solvent.”  

Source: http://www.mattforoklahoma.com/on-the-issues/ 

http://www.mattforoklahoma.com/on-the-issues/


  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office 

Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Candidate: Monica Wehby, M.D. 

State: Oregon 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “In 2009, while ObamaCare was rolling down the legislative pike, Dr. Wehby was 

a prominent opponent of the ACA.  One hundred fifty thousand people have had their health 

insurance plans cancelled in Oregon.  Premiums have increased.  Medicare Advantage benefits 

for the state’s seniors have been cut.  The Obama Administration is constantly changing its 

rules and regulations and delaying its mandates.  This system is so flawed that it needs to be 

repealed and replaced with a patient-centered, market-based approach like the one Wehby 

outlined in November of 2013 that increases access that is actually affordable.  It’s radically 

different from what the President and Jeff Merkley forced through on a partisan basis.”  

Source: http://www.monicafororegon.com/issues/health-care/  

 

Debt: “As a single mother of four teenagers, balancing a career and a budget can be a difficult 

thing; but it is vitally important to Wehby and her family.  Our nation spends forty cents on the 

dollar just to pay for our debt servicing.  If we don’t do something to end this fiscal insanity our 

entire country will end up like Greece or Detroit.  This is generational theft.  As Oregon’s U.S. 

Senator, Wehby would enact a Balanced Budget Amendment so that we don’t leave our kids 

with our legacy of debt.  It’s a moral imperative that we as Americans strive to ensure that the 

next generation has access to the same opportunities we had growing up.” 

Source: http://phoogoodev.com/wehby/issues/balanced-budget/  

 

Social Security: “Monica Wehby believes that Social Security and Medicare must be preserved 

and protected.  Our seniors spent their entire lives paying into those systems and Wehby will 

oppose any change to the benefits that have already been promised to seniors who are at or 

near retirement.  However, these programs are on track to become insolvent, leaving the next 

generation of seniors to face the possibility that they will face serious cuts to their benefits.  In 

http://www.monicafororegon.com/issues/health-care/
http://phoogoodev.com/wehby/issues/balanced-budget/


order to make sure that doesn’t happen, we need to enact legislation that puts them on a path to 

being financially secure.” 

Source: http://phoogoodev.com/wehby/issues/social-security-medicare/  

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://phoogoodev.com/wehby/issues/social-security-medicare/


 
Candidate: Jeff Merkley (incumbent) 

State: Oregon 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “To make our health care system work for American families and small 

businesses, Senator Merkley voted in favor of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, 

signed into law by President Obama in March 2010.  Although the implementation of the law 

has been deeply flawed in Oregon, the new system makes important changes that must be 

preserved.  It stops insurance companies from denying people coverage on the basis of a pre-

existing condition or dropping coverage once someone actually gets sick.  It requires that many 

preventive services be covered by insurance free of charge and stops insurance companies 

from charging women more than men for the same coverage.  And under the law, young adults 

can now stay on their parents’ plans until age 26.” 

Source: http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=58dc8050-58a2-42b5-8ea0-

a07a506e7470  

 

Debt: No position stated.  

 

Social Security: “Senator Merkley is adamantly opposed to proposals that would fundamentally 

alter Social Security’s make-up by privatizing the program or diverting Social Security revenues 

into risky Wall Street private accounts.  The Senator is committed to preserving the promise of 

Social Security, which is on solid fiscal footing for another generation, and will work with his 

Senate colleagues and President Obama to further strengthen the Social Security system and 

ensure that future generations of Americans can receive all of the benefits that they are 

promised. Senator Merkely also supports boosting the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 

Social Security so it accurately reflects real living costs for our seniors and gives them a modest 

raise.  He opposes ‘chained CPI,’ which would cut the COLA.” 

http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=58dc8050-58a2-42b5-8ea0-a07a506e7470
http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=58dc8050-58a2-42b5-8ea0-a07a506e7470


Source: http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=24415f59-983b-4091-b9f6-

30d7d0ed4e80  

 

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: Yea 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus:Yea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=24415f59-983b-4091-b9f6-30d7d0ed4e80
http://www.merkley.senate.gov/issues/issue/?id=24415f59-983b-4091-b9f6-30d7d0ed4e80


 
Candidate: Jack Reed (Incumbent) 

State: Rhode Island 

Party: Democrat 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Senator Reed has supported efforts to improve the quality of our health care system 

and reduce costs for consumers, and has been nationally recognized for his work to 

provide all children with access to affordable health care.  He helped author key 

provisions of the health insurance reform law, the Affordable Care Act (ACA), to give 

individuals and families more choice and more control over their health care.  

For the first time, insurance companies can no longer deny coverage for a pre-existing 

condition, charge women higher insurance rates, or put an annual or lifetime cap on how 

much they will pay for care.  The ACA addresses these unfair practices, gives more 

people the chance to afford insurance, as well as preserves and strengthens employer-

based insurance and federal programs like Medicare.”  

Source: http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/health-care- 

 

Debt: 

“Restoring fiscal discipline means making difficult decisions to align spending priorities 

with revenues, while also maintaining economic growth today and into the future.  

Senator Reed believes that the best path forward to achieve these goals is to follow the 

same type of plan developed in the 1990s, when the laws he supported created the first 

budget surplus in nearly 30 years. 

Controlling America’s debt and restoring fiscal discipline is a shared sacrifice.  Senator 

Reed supports a budget that fosters strong economic growth, and believes that a 

prospering, resilient middle class is the key to a greater future for all Americans.  He 

understands that cutting programs like Medicare and preserving tax breaks for the 

wealthy is not a smart decision for long-term prosperity.  

Senator Reed believes that a reformed tax code that helps balance the budget, 

strengthens the middle class, and provides smart incentives for job creation is the path 

http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/health-care-


forward.  A responsible combination of spending reductions, reforming the tax code, and 

economic growth through a growing middle class will accomplish exactly that.” 

Source: http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/budget-and-debt-reduction 

 

Social Security: 

“Senator Reed is committed to ensuring that Social Security remains strong and viable 

for millions of Americans.  Today, nearly 220,000 Rhode Islanders receive Social 

Security benefits.  Throughout his career, Reed has repeatedly voted to keep Social 

Security on sound financial footing and strongly opposes efforts to privatize the program 

or use it to pay for new tax breaks.  He successfully fought efforts to use the Chained 

CPI to determine cost-of-living adjustments, which would have cut Social Security 

benefits.  

Given its structure and design, Social Security cannot contribute to the federal deficit.  

Senator Reed has worked to protect the Social Security Trust Fund from being diverted 

to other programs or used for government spending.  To help stabilize the Trust Fund for 

future generations, Reed supports including annual income above $117,000 in the wage 

base for Social Security contributions to help ensure that high-income earners contribute 

a fair share to the system.  That kind of step points Social Security toward even stronger 

financial solvency. 

Senator Reed strongly believes we must encourage more personal savings and 

investment for retirement.  However, it should not be at the expense of Social Security, 

the one program that offers stable, guaranteed income security to the elderly, disabled, 

widows, and children of deceased or disabled workers.”   

Source: http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/seniors 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: YEA 

● TARP: YEA 

● Stimulus:YEA 

http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/budget-and-debt-reduction
http://www.reed.senate.gov/issues/seniors


 
Candidate: Mark Zaccari 

State: Rhode Island  

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“The Affordable Care Act is a case-in-point of how overlarge government is unable to 

execute any of the programs it can conceive. Bureaucrats and career politicians can 

imagine exercising central control over such a program, and the big-money budget it 

would command.  They just can't actually do it.  The recent spate of scandals at the 

Department of Veterans Affairs is a crystal ball, in which we can all see our futures under 

government managed health care.  To avoid that dangerous outcome we must call upon 

the Federal Legislature to Repeal the ACA if that's still possible.  If it is not we must insist 

that it is modified and privatized to the point that those who do administer it have the 

incentives to do so efficiently.  If we don't you can depend on the average life 

expectancy of Americans to begin to Decrease - for the first time in our history.  Send 

Mark Zaccaria to the US Senate!  He'll be a member of the new Majority Team that will 

fight to control Government for everyone's benefit.” 

Source: http://www.zaccariaforsenate.com/#!platform/c1flq 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

http://www.zaccariaforsenate.com/#!platform/c1flq


 
Candidate: Tim Scott (Incumbent) 

State: South Carolina 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“ObamaCare’s government-centric path, leading to exploding premiums and deductibles 

while placing a huge financial burden on the entire nation, must be stopped. I will 

continue to work towards the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, and to replace it with 

solutions that will tackle health care costs and improve access.”  

Source: http://www.scott.senate.gov/issue/health-care 

 

Debt:  

“Washington must be more responsible with taxpayer dollars, funding only true national 

priorities and ending the practice of trading special favors and pet projects. I have also 

cosponsored legislation creating a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution. We 

must restore some common sense to our spending habits, which will in turn allow for 

private sector job creation.”  

Source: http://www.scott.senate.gov/issue/fighting-big-government 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: Not yet in office 

·         TARP: Not yet in office 

·         Stimulus: Not yet in office 

 

http://www.redstate.com/diary/sentimscott/2014/04/16/obamacare-must-go-regardless-obamas-next-hhs-nominee/
http://www.redstate.com/diary/sentimscott/2014/04/16/obamacare-must-go-regardless-obamas-next-hhs-nominee/
http://www.scott.senate.gov/press-release/senator-scott-continues-work-protect-taxpayer-dollars
http://www.scott.senate.gov/press-release/senator-tim-scott-joins-colleagues-introducing-balanced-budget-amendment


 
Candidate: Joyce Dickerson 

State: South Carolina 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: No position stated 

 

Debt:  

“Joyce understands the necessity of reducing our nation’s debt for a more sustainable 

America.”  

Source: http://joycedickersonsc.com/issues/ 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: Not in office 

·         TARP: Not in office 

·         Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

http://joycedickersonsc.com/issues/


 
Candidate: Lindsey Graham (Incumbent) 

State: South Carolina 

Party: Republican 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Graham voted against Obamacare, and since its passage into law has repeatedly voted 

to get rid of it. Whether it is Repeal and Replace, Defund, Opt-Out or Delay, he has 

consistently opposed this massive new entitlement. Graham continues to work to allow 

states to opt-out of Obamacare, and he has voted to defund the employer mandate, the 

individual mandate, the health care exchanges, and the Independent Payment Advisory 

Board.” 

Source: http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/  

 

Debt:  

“With over $7 trillion added to the national debt under President Obama, Lindsey 

Graham believes the federal government spends too much, taxes too much, and 

borrows too much. That’s why in 2012, Graham was ranked by the National Taxpayer 

Union Foundation as one of the Top Five Senate budget cutters for proposing over $400 

billion in spending cuts 

Graham supports a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution, reforming Social 

Security and Medicare to save them from bankruptcy, and repealing and replacing 

Obamacare. 

His fiscal conservative voting record reflects the views of our state in ensuring a smaller, 

smarter, and more efficient federal government.” 

Source: http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/ 

 

Social Security: 

http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/
http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/


“Acknowledging the reality that Social Security is on an unsustainable path, Graham has 

consistently worked to put proposals on the table to modernize and strengthen Social 

Security, while protecting today’s seniors. These efforts included leading a reform effort 

in 2003 that would have created private accounts as well as introducing a plan in 2012 

(S.804) with Republican Senators Rand Paul and Mike Lee that would make Social 

Security solvent without raising taxes.” 

Source: http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/ 

 

Voting Record 

● ObamaCare: NAY 

● TARP: YEA 

● Stimulus:NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lindseygraham.com/issues/economic/


 
Candidate: Brad Hutto 

State : South Carolina 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Brad wants to fix the Affordable Care Act and allow everyone to keep or obtain a plan 

that best suits their families’ needs. He will not support legislation that will put the 

insurance companies back in charge or return us to a time when insurance could be 

denied for pre-existing conditions and families could go bankrupt because of lifetime 

caps.” 

Source: http://bradhutto.com/issues/ 

 

Debt: 

“Just like families all over America are doing, Brad believes it’s time for Congress to 

tighten their belts, spend less and cut waste. He believes we should better prioritize 

spending to reflect the real needs our country faces within its own borders.” 

Source: http://bradhutto.com/issues/  

 

Social Security: 

“Brad will fight any attempt to balance the budget on the backs of senior citizens who 

have already made huge sacrifices for our country. He will oppose any attempt to harm 

Medicare and Social Security.” 

Source: http://bradhutto.com/issues/ 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

http://bradhutto.com/issues/
http://bradhutto.com/issues/
http://bradhutto.com/issues/


 

 
Candidate: Thomas Ravenel 

State: South Carolina  

Party: Independent 

 

ObamaCare: 

“We can’t afford any more socialized medicine.  That’s why ObamaCare should be 

immediately repealed and replaced with a free market system that allows interstate 

competition among insurers and equal tax treatment between individual purchasers and 

corporations.  Federal red tape that kills innovation and efficiency should be slashed – 

improving the quality and the cost of care. 

 

We can apply the same principles to health care simply by letting the free market work – 

and reducing government interference. For example, insurance providers should be 

allowed to cross state lines in order to purchase health insurance.  Each state uses 

insurance-licensing laws mandating that every insurance policy sold to their residents 

comply with all other insurance regulations.  These laws prohibit individual insurance 

purchasers from joining insurance pools with residents of other states – and prohibit 

residents from purchasing out-of-state insurance products that come with a different set 

of regulatory protections.  We should repeal insurance-licensing laws so as to eliminate 

states’ governments ability to shower rents on favored special interests As a result, 

insurance-licensing laws erect barriers to trade between the states.” 

Source: http://thomasravenel.com/category/issues/healthcare/  

 

Debt: 

“It’s no secret government spending is out of control – and has been for decades.  The 

federal government’s current debt is approaching $18 trillion and its unfunded liabilities 

are well over $100 trillion.  Democrats and “Republicans” share the blame, too, as both 

parties have supported massive increases in deficit spending and the government’s debt 

ceiling.  These spending increases stifle economic growth – depriving our economy of 

the oxygen it needs to grow and thrive.  Worst of all, government spends much the 

http://thomasravenel.com/category/issues/healthcare/


money it takes out of our economy on bureaucracies that attack productivity, innovation, 

investment and job creation – compounding the problem.” 

Source: http://thomasravenel.com/category/issues/cutting-spending/  

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://thomasravenel.com/category/issues/cutting-spending/


 
Candidate: Rick Weiland 

State: South Dakota 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Health care is a basic human right and the fight for universal coverage is in DFA’s roots. 
As Governor of South Dakota, Howard Dean significantly expanded South Dakota’s Dr. 
Dynasaur health care program to ensure that every child in South Dakota can receive 
care. To this day, the program provides near universal health care of South Dakota’s 
children with an uninsured rate of 2.4 percent. As a doctor, it was his passion for health 
care that inspired him to run for President in 2004, citing a desire to bring universal 
health care to the country. 

After Howard Dean’s bid for the presidency, Democracy for America has remained 
committed to bringing universal health care to the United States. Throughout 2009 and 
early 2010, DFA members relentlessly pursued the public option as a key component of 
the Affordable Care Act, with more than 400,000 of us signing a petition to Congress, 
making calls and holding face-to-face meetings with representatives. 

Today, the Affordable Care Act is a much needed step in reforming our health care 
system. However, there is much more work to be done. Insurance companies have no 
real competition, and thus no incentive to lower costs. To finish the job, we must expand 
Medicare for all.” 

Source: http://www.democracyforamerica.com/about/issues  

Debt:  

“Rick is running so that we can stop the waste in government, so that we can stop the 

sweetheart deals and the government bailouts of businesses that are ‘too big to fail.’”  

Source: http://rickweiland.com/priorities/ 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

http://www.democracyforamerica.com/about/issues


 

Voting Record 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Mike Rounds 

State: South Dakota 

Party: Republican 

 

ObamaCare: 

“Mike opposes ObamaCare and would work to repeal and replace it with market-based, 

patient-centered solutions. Mike adamantly opposes a single-payer system and 

meaningless adjustments.” 

Source: https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/ 

 

Debt: 

“By law, South Dakota must balance its budget every year. We don’t spend more than 

we receive and we always live within our means. The federal deficit is approaching $18 

trillion dollars and we must reverse this trend before it crushes our economy.” 

Source: https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/ 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record: 

● ObamaCare: Not in office 

● TARP: Not in office 

● Stimulus: Not in office 

 

https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/
https://roundsforsenate.com/about/on-the-issues/


 
Candidate: Larry Pressler (Former U.S. Senator of South Dakota) 

State: South Dakota 

Party: Independent 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: No position stated. 

 

Debt:  

“I am still the ‘fix the debt’ moderate conservative I was when I served as Republican 

Senator for three terms; however, I have become convinced that both parties are locked 

into a lobbyist-controlled spending and taxing cycle, trapped in poisonous partisan fights 

while nothing is being resolved.” 

Source: http://presslerforsenate.nationbuilder.com/ 

 

Social Security: No position stated. 

 

Voting Record 

● ObamaCare:No longer in office 

● TARP:No longer in office 

● Stimulus: No longer in office 

 



 
Candidate: Lamar Alexander (Incumbent) 

State: Tennessee 

Party: Republican 

  

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Fighting against federal mandates and regulations – which burden businesses and 

consumers alike with higher costs – is a top priority of mine, especially in my role as the 

lead Republican on the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee. The biggest 

of the big, wet blanket of regulations over our economy is President Obama’s health 

care law. It was an historic mistake Congress should repeal in favor of step-by-step 

measures to reduce health care costs.” 

Source: http://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/issues?p=HealthCare 

 

Debt:  

“Washington needs to fix the debt and set priorities to get runaway spending under 

control. That includes Congress doing its most basic job of passing a budget and 

appropriations bills to provide oversight of federal spending. I firmly believe that this also 

means reforming entitlement programs to deal with the automatic, out-of-control 

spending increases that are the true driver of our nation’s fiscal problems.” 

Source: http://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/issues?p=Budget 

 

Social Security:  

“I believe we need to strengthen social security for future generations. I support 

voluntary personal accounts to give younger workers options to manage more of their 

own retirement savings. I will not support any proposal that reduces the guaranteed 

Social Security benefits on which our nation’s seniors depend. Seniors rely on their 



monthly Social Security check. Long-term projections warning that Social Security 

expenses will eventually exceed the program’s income have prompted Congress to 

discuss ways in which the system can be reformed so that it will continue to provide the 

benefits guaranteed to present beneficiaries while remaining strong enough to provide 

benefits to the next generation of retirees. As long as we do not undermine these 

guaranteed benefits, I’m open to considering pilot programs that allow workers to 

manage their own retirement funds, create individual security accounts, and fund 

individual retirement accounts that individuals control themselves.” 

Source: http://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=3c51eac3-

95c4-44a3-ba67-a01cc566345c 

  

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: NAY 

·         TARP: YEA 

·         Stimulus: NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Gordon Ball 

State: Tennessee 

Party: Democrat 

  

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“We cannot roll back these and other necessary provisions [referring to benefits of 

ObamaCare], because they are too important for American families. However, any 

legislation that is over 2,200 pages long and is administered by the IRS is, from its 

inception, way over-the-top. We must fix this, retaining provisions that benefit citizens 

and throwing out the bad ones. It is inconceivable to me that anyone in Congress read 

all of this bill before it was passed.” 

Source: http://www.gordonballsenate.com/health-care.html 

 

Debt:  

“I’m for a constitutional amendment that would require the federal government to 

balance its budget and restore fiscal discipline in Washington. The amendment would 

direct Congress to balance the federal budget each year and would require that federal 

spending not exceed revenues except in exceptional cases, such as when the nation is 

at war. We’re nearly $17 trillion in debt, and it’s growing by the day. It's time our federal 

government started living within its means, like American families must do every day.” 

Source: http://www.gordonballsenate.com/budget.html 

 

Social Security:  

“Too many politicians have been using scare tactics when it comes to Social Security. 

The problems in Social Security funding are serious, but they are fixable. Social Security 

is safe for at least the next 20 years, and if we act quickly, we can make modest 

changes that will keep the system solvent without cutting back on benefits. We need 

honesty and political will to move forward. Social Security is a promise made to our 

seniors, and it would be a breach of trust not to mention poor economic policy to 



jeopardize this program with unnecessary cuts or risky privatization schemes. As 

Senator, I’ll fight for Tennessee’s one million seniors to ensure that they receive the 

respect and care they deserve in their retirement.” 

Source: http://www.gordonballsenate.com/seniors.html 

  

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: Not in office 

·         TARP: Not in office 

·         Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: John Cornyn (Incumbent) 

State: Texas 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Our health care system is broken, but ObamaCare, with its prohibitive costs and job-

killing policies, isn’t the answer. Rather than waste any more time propping up a costly 

and unworkable system, we should focus on health reform that brings down costs, 

increases the quality, and preserves the patient-doctor relationship.”  

Source: http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=HealthCare 

 

Debt:  

“Congress should be careful stewards of taxpayer money, not spend it limitlessly. By 

eliminating excessive spending and increasing economic activity over time, there will be 

a reduction in the current budget deficit.” Senator Cornyn has authored a balanced 

budget amendment to the U.S. Constitution (S.J.Res 7; 113th Congress), which caps 

federal spending and requires a supermajority vote in Congress to raise taxes on the 

American people. 

http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=EconomyFiscalResponsibility 

 

Social Security:  

“Social Security is one of our nation’s most important programs.  Since its inception in 

1935, Social Security has made a tremendous difference in the lives of hundreds of 

millions of people, dramatically reducing poverty among seniors and assisting the 

disabled.”  

Source: http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=helping-you-social-security 

http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=HealthCare
http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=EconomyFiscalResponsibility
http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=helping-you-social-security


 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: NAY 

·         TARP: YEA 

·         Stimulus: NAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: David Alameel 

State: Texas 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: No position stated. 

 

Debt: No position stated. 

 

Social Security:  

“I will NEVER vote to cut Social Security or Medicare; and I will ALWAYS fight Wall 

Street attempts to weaken or privatize them. Social Security and Medicare are promises 

to the seniors who worked hard, paid into the system all their lives and made our country 

what it is today. In the Senate, David Alameel will always honor that promise because he 

understands that our seniors have earned a dignified retirement. He vows to NEVER cut 

Social Security and Medicare and will fight any attempt by Washington politicians like 

John Cornyn to turn these programs over to Wall Street and privatize them.”  

Source: http://alameelforsenate.com/issues#issue-3 and 

http://alameelforsenate.com/meet-david 

 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: Not in office 

·         TARP: Not in office 

·         Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 

http://alameelforsenate.com/issues#issue-3


 
Candidate: Mark Warner (Incumbent) 

State: Virginia 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“Before, during and after the debate over health care reform, Senator Warner 

consistently said that the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was not perfect, but our previous 

system was unsustainable and would eventually bankrupt our economy. Senator Warner 

has been at the forefront of fixing problems with the implementation of the ACA to help 

Virginians secure affordable health care coverage. While there is more work to be done, 

Senator Warner knows that we cannot go back to a time when insurers denied coverage 

because of pre-existing health conditions, charged women more than men, or dropped 

someone's coverage when they got sick. Senator Warner remains committed to working 

with his colleagues to continue making responsible, bipartisan improvements.”  

Source: http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/healthcare 

 

Debt:  

“Senator Warner was elected in part to bring a business-like approach to government, 

just like he did as Governor of Virginia. As a member of the Budget Committee, Senator 

Warner is focused on reducing the growing budget deficit and reducing waste through 

reforms in government programs and spending.  He devoted his maiden floor speech on 

fiscal responsibility, and has spent much of his time on the Budget Committee working to 

increase performance measurements to ensure that taxpayer dollars are spent wisely.”  

Source: http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/fiscalresponsibility 

 

Social Security:  

http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/healthcare
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Speeches&ContentRecord_id=e2eba83d-97ec-405f-a6d4-dc2cc1e5fdfa&ContentType_id=be18767f-f5c6-4981-babb-79ae6ecdfc7d
http://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/fiscalresponsibility


“Senator Warner believes Medicare and Social Security are among the most effective 

government programs ever created. He recognizes that we must follow through with our 

promises to our seniors, and work together to strengthen these programs for today’s 

seniors and reform them so they will still exist for the next generation.”  

Source: http://markwarnerva.com/issue/seniors/ 

 

Voting Record: 

·         ObamaCare: YEA 

·         TARP: Not in office 

·         Stimulus:  YEA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://markwarnerva.com/issue/seniors/


 
Candidate: Ed Gillespie 

State: Virginia 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare:  

“The single biggest drag on our economy right now is ObamaCare, and the single most 

important thing we can do to create jobs, foster growth, increase wages, and save 

taxpayer dollars is to replace this failed legislation with sensible, market-based reforms 

that work. I will vote to replace ObamaCare with a real reform plan that puts patients first 

and provides more affordable options. My plan is based on the belief that the American 

people want a health care system that provides access to quality, affordable care; 

empowering doctors and patients, not politicians and political appointees. They want a 

system that makes healthcare more affordable, lets us keep the insurance we like and 

the doctors we trust, and allows businesses to grow and hire.”  

Source: http://edforsenate.com/eg2/ 

 

Debt:  
“One of the most important steps we can take to get America’s economy moving again is 
to rein in reckless federal spending that threatens to bankrupt our country and saddle 
future generations with an unsupportable burden of debt that will dramatically reduce the 
quality of their lives. An $18 trillion debt is simply unacceptable, and we cannot afford the 
consequences of continued inaction. We’re saddling our children with debt to pay for 
promises made in the past, and new promises President Obama and Mark Warner made 
in ObamaCare. As your Senator, I’ll support a Balanced Budget Amendment (which 
Mark Warner voted against), work to reform and simplify our tax code, and fight to cut 
wasteful spending. It’s time we stop spending money we just don’t have.”  
Source: http://edforsenate.com/eg2/ 

 
Social Security: No position stated. 
 

Voting Record: 

http://edforsenate.com/eg2/
http://edforsenate.com/eg2/


·         ObamaCare: Not in office 

·         TARP: Not in office 

·         Stimulus:  Not in office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Candidate: Shelley Moore Capito (Representative WV-02) 

State: West Virginia 

Party: Republican 

 

Issues 

 

ObamaCare: “Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito is an advocate for preventative care, 

medical research, and healthy lifestyles for West Virginians.  She supports patient-centered 

reforms that improve the quality and accessibility of health care and believes that health care 

choices are best made by West Virginia families, not Washington bureaucrats.  The 

Congresswoman has repeatedly voted against President Obama’s health care reform 

legislation, the Affordable Care Act.  She firmly believes that ObamaCare increases taxes and 

government mandates while doing nothing to stem the ever-increasing costs of health care. 

While we need to reform our health care system, ObamaCare is deeply flawed and only adds to 

our nation’s economic uncertainty.  Once fully implemented, ObamaCare will impose 21 

separate tax increases equaling more than $1 trillion in new taxes over the next 10 years.  

According to the U.S. Health and Human Services Department, 11 million small business 

employees will see their health insurance premiums increase, and millions of Americans have 

been forced off of their existing health insurance plans because of ObamaCare.” 

Source: http://capito.house.gov/health-care/ 

 

Debt: “Reining in federal spending is a vital part of improving our nation’s economy.  Just as 

families across America follow household budgets, Congress must set priorities that reflect the 

values of families across West Virginia. The Congresswoman has voted for a budget resolution 

that would balance within 10 years, and she believes that we must get our nation’s fiscal house 

in order to leave a secure fiscal legacy for our children and grandchildren.”  In addition, Shelley 

Moore Capito also believes in a “low-rate tax system that fosters an environment for economic 

growth and brings certainty to the marketplace.  She has worked hard to ensure that American 

individuals, families and small businesses will not be hit by job-killing tax increases.” 

Source: http://capito.house.gov/economy-jobs-and-taxes/ 

 

http://capito.house.gov/health-care/
http://capito.house.gov/economy-jobs-and-taxes/


Social Security: “Our seniors have earned Social Security and Medicare benefits through a 

lifetime of hard work, and Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito has worked to protect and 

shore up these important safety net programs for West Virginia’s seniors. Shelley has 

steadfastly opposed President Obama’s cuts to the Medicare Advantage program, as well as 

former President George W. Bush’s proposal to privatize Social Security.  Future generations of 

Americans deserve to know that we will keep our promise of Social Security and Medicare, but 

we must address the shaky fiscal footing of these crucial programs.  By the middle of the next 

decade, Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and interest on the debt are projected to consume 

100 percent of federal government revenues.  As our population ages, the cost of entitlement 

programs will impact our nation’s ability to provide promised benefits, maintain important 

investments in other national security and infrastructure, and keep taxes at affordable, 

reasonable rates for middle-class families.  Therefore, the Congresswoman strongly believes 

that strengthening Social Security and Medicare for future generations is an important part of 

providing economic security both for our nation and for future seniors.  As Congress discusses 

proposals related to these programs, Shelley will work to protect current seniors from any 

reduction in benefits.” 

Source: http://capito.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=83&sectiontree=5,83 

  

Voting Record:  

● ObamaCare: Nay 

● TARP: Yea 

● Stimulus: Nay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://capito.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=83&sectiontree=5,83


 
Candidate: Natalie Tennant (Secretary of State in WV) 

State: West Virginia 

Party: Democrat 

 

Issues  

 

ObamaCare: “As the mother of a child who has been denied health-care coverage because of a 

pre-existing condition, Natalie Tennant understands the anxiety associated with not having 

access to affordable health care.  However, she is disappointed about the implementation of 

health care reform because it has made it harder for West Virginians to get affordable coverage 

they expected.  Changes must be made to the Affordable Care Act in order for the law to work 

for West Virginians.  Tennant believes we must work to attract additional health-insurance 

providers to the West Virginia marketplace so that West Virginians have more options and 

cheaper premiums; delay the individual mandate penalty; provide additional relief to small 

businesses and streamline reporting requirements; and enable West Virginians to keep their 

doctors.” 

Source: http://natalietennant.com/issues/#health-care 

 

Debt: ”West Virginians deserve leaders who take responsibility, not just credit.  Tennant is 
frustrated about how Washington is making life harder for the people of West Virginia.  As 
Secretary of State, Tennant returned $3 million to the taxpayers in 2013 by tightening the 
budget and cutting wasteful spending.  Tennant pledges to do the same with the federal 
budget.” 

Source: http://natalietennant.com/issues/  

Social Security: “Social Security is an important income security program for Americans, and 

Tennant opposes any effort to privatize the program.  There are ways to help insure the 

program’s solvency without jeopardizing benefits to those who receive them. For many of our 

seniors, Social Security is a sole source of stable income after retirement.  Tennant supports the 

annual cost-of-living adjustment for Social Security and she opposes efforts to change the 

http://natalietennant.com/issues/#health-care
http://natalietennant.com/issues/


formula, especially formula adjustments that do not take into account the significantly higher 

health care and drug costs our seniors pay.” 

Source: http://natalietennant.com/issues/  

Voting Record  

● ObamaCare: N/A 

● TARP: N/A 

● Stimulus: N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://natalietennant.com/issues/


 
Candidate: Michael Enzi (Incumbent) 

State: Wyoming 

Party: Republican  

  

Issue: 

  

ObamaCare:   

“The President’s health care law is not the solution to the problems facing our nation's 

health care system today. Government-run health care may sound appealing, but huge 

bureaucracies are inefficient and impersonal. That is not the kind of health care system I 

want for the people of Wyoming and our country. The federal government should be the 

payor of last resort, not the primary purchaser. The bill spends billions of dollars on new 

programs that we can’t afford, raises taxes on workers and small businesses by nearly 

$500 billion, and will drive up health insurance premiums for many Americans. At the 

same time, it failed to make the sort of structural changes to Medicare and Medicaid 

necessary to ensure the long-term sustainability of these programs. I support an 

alternative approach, one that can reduce health care costs, preserve the rights of 

patients to see the doctors of their choice, protect Medicare coverage for seniors, ensure 

that people can take their insurance with them from job-to-job, and reduce the burdens 

imposed on employers and consumers.”  

Source: http://www.enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/healthcare 

 

Debt:  

“The country is facing a $14 trillion deficit, which breaks down to over $45,000 for every 

person in Wyoming and the rest of the country. That is what we are facing today – the 

budget forecast for the future is troubling if we make changes now and dire if we do not. 

And with Americans across the country tightening their belts, it is time for the federal 



government to do the same. One way to start saving money is to end requesting 

annually appropriated dollars for projects through the practice of earmarks. In November 

2010, I supported a measure to institute an earmark moratorium for the 112th Congress 

that started on January 4, 2011. The amendment did not pass, but our situation is so 

dire I will not be requesting any funding for specific projects this year.” Getting the 

country back on track to fiscal responsibility will require tough choices and sacrifices 

from everyone. Cutting earmarks is a good step toward those more difficult choices and 

gets the conversation started.”  

Source: http://www.enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/issue-statements 

 

Social Security:  

“Money from our paychecks that is for Social Security is sent in and then paid out right 

away to those retired. There used to be more paid in than had to be paid out in a single 

month. But now the payroll taxes coming in are less than the Social Security payments 

made to beneficiaries. That means the government has to start drawing down the Trust 

Fund to fully pay Social Security benefits. The Trust Fund is anticipated to be exhausted 

by 2033. Thereafter, payroll taxes will be sufficient to pay only about three-quarters of 

scheduled benefits. We need solutions that are for the long-term and that put Social 

Security on a sustainable path so Americans now and into the future can rely on it. A 

little bit of pain now to shore up the Trust Fund will prevent a lot of pain in the future for 

those depending on Social Security. It would have been my preference to adhere to a 

balanced budget all these years and use the Social Security surplus to pay down our 

national debt. This would have put the federal government in a much better position to 

address the economic crisis we face today and make future benefits more affordable. 

Unfortunately, that opportunity is now lost and we must find a new path. You can be sure 

that I will continue to use my influence as a senior member of the Senate Budget 

Committee and the Senate Finance Committee to find a way to put our fiscal house in 

order and preserve Social Security for all generations.”  

Source: http://www.enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/socialsecurity 

 

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: NAY 

TARP: NAY 

Stimulus: NAY 

  

http://www.enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/socialsecurity
http://www.enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/socialsecurity


 
Candidate: Charlie Hardly 

State: Wyoming 

Party:  Democratic 

  

Issue: 

  

ObamaCare: No Position Stated. 

 

Debt: No Position Stated. 

 

Social Security: No Position Stated. 

  

Voting Record: 

ObamaCare: Not in office 

TARP: Not in office 

Stimulus: Not in office 

 

 


